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Forty-one sculptors convey 
ideas of creating a harmonious 
relationship with the 
environment. Page'll 
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David Sun has landed 28 
coffeehouses in the tea country. 
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Barons of cigarette lighter industry 
force delay of devastating vote 

Flying Bosses 
Face Off 
with EU V 


Low labor costs drive the competitiveness of 
the Wenzhou lighter industry. 

manufacturers and importers in the Euro- 
pean countries to urge their position. The 
European Lighter Importers’ Association 
(ELIAS) also became an important ally pro- 
moting modifications to the draft. 

Battle for survival 

Huang says he had no choice. First, his 
own company will be threatened by the 


Produced in Wenzhou, the Colibri lighter retails for between $26-$30 in the USA. 


“Keep safe from children” warnings appear on all exported lighters. Xinhua Photos 


draft as 80 percent of its business is in 
Europe. Second, he had just invested 15 
million yuan in a new cigarette lighter man- 
ufacturing base. 

Last, he serves as vice director of the 
Wenzhou Association. He felt it his duty to 
organize and inform fellow members. 

Price & safety 

Through their efforts, China’s objection 
to the price-safety connection was under- 
stood and recognized by most member states 
of the EU, said Li Jian, director of the Wen- 
zhou Association, also one of the three local 
delegation members. 

“At least the EU will be more prudent in 
future when they make such decisions,” he 
said. 

But while the ad-hoc collection of officials 
and industry captains can now pat them- 
selves on the back for taming the Europe- 
an regulation leviathan, Huang has moved 
onto other concerns. 

“The lobby of our association as a non- 
government organization has shown a new 
awakening of small and medium-sized en- 
terprises in our country,” said Huang. “It’s a 
pity, however, that we learnt of the draft too 
late, or we could have achieved much better 
results.” 

Huang appealed for the establishment 
of an early warning system whereby the 
Chinese government immediately forwards 
notices it receives from foreign trading en- 
tities to the relevant industries. 

“With China’s WTO entry,” said Huang, 
“Our enterprises should be well-informed 
with the latest information of our trade 
partners, as well as of the industry trends 
and related law enactment. In this aspect, 
related government organizations should 
promote communication between different 
industries.” 

Lin Rong said the delegates’ main goal 
was to voice their opinions on the regula- 
tion to the Central European Normaliza- 
tion Organization (CEN). As to the final 
outcome of the vote on the draft, that’s not 
up to them, said Huang. 

“It’s not important whether we will suc- 
ceed or not, as long as we have tried our 
best,” he said. 


Test-tube Baby Pioneer 
Warns of Cloning Dangers 


Hotline Soothes Police Wounds 


By Shan Jinliang 

The first call came within 
three hours. Dr. Yang Yunping of 
Anding Hospital listened to an 
anonymous middle-aged man de- 
scribing quarrels with his col- 
leagues. 

It was the first call to the 
city’s helpline for hardened crime 
police. Eight psychologists now 
work Monday and Tuesday shifts 
on the hotline at 8208-8100. 

The public security bureau 
will also hold mental health talks, 
launch a mobile clinic and regu- 
lar counseling checkups. 


“The long-term mental pres- 
sure affects legal justice, the fam- 
ily relationship and their own 
health,” said Ruan Zengyi, depu- 
ty director of the Public Security 
Bureau. 

The slow response did not de- 
ter Dr. Yang. “It is commonplace 
to receive few calls as it covers a 
small group, around 4,000 in the 
city.” 

She said although the officers 
work for a special profession, they 
are an excellent part of society 
with better-than-average mental 
health. 


EDITOR: LIU FENG DESIGNER: PANG LEI 


By Xiao Rong 

The father of “test- 
tube baby” technology 
expressed his concern 
over the safe use of 
human clone technol- 
ogy on Monday. 

In a lecture to city 
medical staff at the 
Tian Hong Hotel in 
west Beijing, Cam- 
bridge University pro- 
fessor Robert Edwards 
said it’s far from safe now cloning 
a human being and it may lead to 
deformity, miscarriage, premature 
delivery and death at birth. 

Professor Edwards and his Chi- 
nese colleague, Dr. Liu Jiaen, di- 
rector of the Bejing Shan Hai Hui 
Fertility Center, both appealed for 
cautious experimentation with the 
technology to avoid reproductive 
ethical problems. 

The first test-tube baby, Lou- 
ise Joy Brown, was born on July 
25, 1978 in Oldham General Hos- 
pital, the United Kingdom, after 
23 years’ efforts by Edwards and 
his clinical collaborator Patrick 
Steptoe. 

“Louise is now in love and 


has a boyfriend,” said 
the 78-year-old profes- 
sor, who kept contact 
with the Brown family 
after Louise’s birth. Lou- 
ise’s younger sister, he 
said, also a test-tube 
baby, is now the mother 
of two sons. 

More than 1.1 million 
healthy test-tube babies 
have been born to infer- 
tile parents worldwide 
through in vitro fertilization (IVF) 
since the birth of Louise. The num- 
ber in China has reached 4,000 
since the first such baby was born 
in Peking University Third Hospi- 
tal in 1988. 

When talking about the latest 
spin-off of test-tube baby tech- 
nology, Edwards introduced the 
new field of human embryonic 
stem-cell research, which holds 
potential for prevention of genetic 
disorders such as Parkinson’s dis- 
ease and juvenile diabetes. 

“Scientific technologies are de- 
veloping at a pace 10 times faster 
than before, so I cannot predict 
where IVF technology will be even 
in two years,” he said. 


Holiday Announcement 

Next week, Beijing Today will 
publish a contracted edition of 
eight pages. 


BEIJING YOUTH DAILY 


By Xiao Rong 

F or the first time, captains of local in- 
dustry have united to battle a deci- 
sion from Brussels that threatens the 
jobs of 250,000 Chinese workers. 

Wenzhou in Zhejiang Province annually 
produces 500 million metal cigarette lighters, 
70 percent of the world market. The city’s more 
than 20 cigarette lighter manufacturers boast 
exports worth more than 10 million yuan. 

Three Wenzhou Smoking Sets Manufac- 
turers Association members and four Chi- 
na government officials teamed up to force 
the Central European Normalization Orga- 
nization (CEN) to back down, promising to 
remedy its Child Resistance (CR) Draft. The 
international lobbying campaign of the cig- 
arette lighter barons has delayed the EU’s 
final decision on the draft, previously sched- 
uled for April 14. 

Late warning 

It all began with a curved piece of paper. 
“I really got a big surprise when I 
learned from the fax that the CEN was pro- 
posing the CR draft on low-cost lighters,” 
Huang Fajing told Beijing Today in the ac- 
ronym-laden vernacular that the Chinese 
businessman has picked up in six months’ 
campaigning and lobbying against a once- 
obscure European Union regulation. 

The October 2 fax came from Huang’s 
overseas trading partner Klaus Trober, pres- 
ident of the European Lighter Importers’ 
Association (ELIAS). It concerned “prEN 
13869,” a three-year-old draft amendment 
proposed by the Central European Normal- 
ization Organization (CEN). 

Huang read and re-read the Child Resis- 
tance (CR) draft: “Child resistance for light- 
ers — safety requirements and test methods” 
imposes a child-safety requirement on low 
cost lighters with a customs valuation or ex- 
factory price of under 2 Euros.” 

The key detail: “under 2 Euros”. To 
Huang, that meant China. It meant Huang’s 
factory and his worker’s jobs. Huang, as 
president of Rifeng Lighter Co., already 
knew most China-made lighters arrive in 
Europe at an ex-factory price lower than 2 
Euros. The figure troubled him. 

“It lacks any kind of scientific basis and 
is actually in breach of WTO norms,” he 
said. 

The introduction of “2 Euros” into a child 
safety regulation, Huang said, has nothing 
to do with protecting European consumers. 

Huang’s delegation colleague agrees. Lin 
Rong, the secretary-general of the Wenzhou 
Smoking Sets Manufacturers Association, 
said emphasizing safety and protection of 
consumer interests in western countries is 
fine in principle. 

“But we should learn to fight against 
trade barriers that hide under the slogan of 
protecting consumer rights,” he said. 

Fight begins 

At first, nobody had recognized the 
threat. Then Huang launched the cam- 
paign. Huang collated information about 
prEN 13869 and sent reports to local gov- 
ernment. He consulted WTO experts at 
Tsinghua University and lawyers for sug- 
gestions. 

“I focused on CR negotiation work for 
half a year,” he said, “almost quitting daily 
management of my company.” 

His efforts paid off: the local lighter in- 
dustry reached a consensus to appeal for a 
revision of the draft. Next came the two- 
week lobbying trip by a seven-person del- 
egation to Europe. 

The team contacted industrial depart- 
ments, the standardization commission, 
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WOFFEs at Forefront of 
Investment Trends 

Foreign investors shift focus to wholly-owned companies 


By Yang Xiao 

S tatistics released by the Beijing For- 
eign Trade and Economic Cooper- 
ation (BFTEC) this Monday show 
establishing wholly-owned foreign-funded 
enterprises (WOFFEs) has become the main 
mode of overseas investment in Beijing. 

From January to March, 127 new wholly- 
owned enterprises were approved, account- 
ing for 49% of the 259 new foreign-funded 
enterprises approved during the period, and 
the contracted value of foreign investment 
in wholly-funded enterprises reached $316 
million, making up 58% of all foreign invest- 
ment in the city 

A couple of years ago, establishing joint 
ventures was the most common of foreign 
investment. 

Li Zhao, director of BFTEC, believes the 
change is a sign of increasing confidence 
among foreign investors. He said, “foreign 


investors find opening wholly-owned enter- 
prises puts them outside of prejudicial gov- 
ernment policies and the government gives 
enterprises the freedom to choose their pre- 
ferred mode of investment. Some foreign 
investors may think wholly-owned compa- 
nies are better for corporate security and 
internal communication.” 

In 2001, 1,147 new foreign-funded enter- 
prises were approved, and the contractual 
value of newly-approved foreign investment 
hit $3.22 billion, an increase of 10.7% from 

2000. The actual amount of foreign invest- 
ment utilized soared 32.2% to $4.01 billion. 

Foreign-funded enterprises have become 
a driving force for the development of Bei- 
jing’s economy. The over-5,000 foreign-funded 
enterprises in operation in Beijing earned 
total sales revenues of 258.2 billion yuan in 

2001, up 41% from 2000, and total profits of 
12.9 billion yuan, a 40% rise. 


HSBC Charges Puzzle Public, 
Break with Industry Norms 


By Shan Jinliang 

April 18, journalists flocked to the open- 
ing of HSBC’s Beijing branch, the city’s first 
foreign-funded bank approved to offer for- 
eign currency accounts to Chinese custom- 
ers, in COFCO Plaza on Chang’an Avenue. 

The bank has drawn wide attention 
because it imposes a service fee of $20 for 
deposits of under $2,000 and charges a 
0.25% service fee or at least $5 for each for- 
eign currency cash withdrawal. This policy 
has been a subject of public inquiry and 
is seen as running contrary to traditional 
banking practices in China. 

In response to repeated questions from 
journalists, Liu Zhanzhi, president of the 
bank branch, said, “Foreign-funded banks, 
as commercial institutions, have to charge 
for deposits and withdrawals to cover the 
costs of their services.” He added, “our dif- 
ferent fees represent the different products 
and services we provide.” 

Liu said HSBC Beijing branch provides 
varied services ranging from open and 
fixed-time deposits to foreign currency cash 
accounts for US dollars, Hong Kong dollars, 
Japanese yen and euros and foreign cur- 
rency remittance accounts in US dollars, 
Hong Kong dollars, Japanese yen, euros, 
pounds sterling, Canadian dollars, Austra- 
lian dollars and Singaporean dollars. 

A Beijing Youth Daily reporter asked, “why 
does HSBC charge a service fee when it only 
provides foreign currency deposit and with- 
drawal services but does not pay significant 
interest?” Liu answered that the fees are con- 
sistent with international standards, and that 
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depositors in banks in the US and Hong Kong 
only can enjoy transfer services and interest 
when their accounts reach a certain level. 

Regarding lawsuits that have been filed 
against the Citibank Shanghai branch, Liu 
said, “As a legally operated foreign bank, 
HSBC will observe all regulations of the Peo- 
ple’s Bank of China and we will adjust our 
business in keeping with changes to fee col- 
lecting standards and legal requirements.” 

The China Economic Times commented 
on Monday that, “this foreign bank’s love 
of the rich and disdain for the poor’ comes 
as a surprise to Chinese depositors, but its 
arrival also brings new concepts of financing 
services to the market.” The article stressed 
that banks should not be expected to act as 
public welfare organs. 

Some depositors were calm about the 
bank’s policies. One women, who asked not 
to be named, said she is sure she will be 
treated well after she pays the fee. Fifteen 
customers opened accounts at the bank on 
April 18. 




Chinese economist Zhang Wuchang addressing the public from Wanxiang Mansion in Peking Univer- 
sity on Wednesday afternoon 

Students Find Unlikely 
Idol in Economist 


By Yang Xiao 

Z hang Wuchang, an 
economist from 
Hong Kong Univer- 
sity and a rumored can- 
didate for a Nobel Prize 
this year, emerged as an 
idol of students when 
he appeared to give a 
speech at Peking Uni- 
versity on Wednesday, 
putting him a position 
normally reserved for 
movie stars and alterna- 
tive writers. 

Over 400 students 
showed up to get seats for 
Zhang’s speech in the uni- 
versity’s 200-seat audito- 
rium. Zhang’s appearance 
was met with thundering 
applause and shouts from 


the young audience. 

Chen Jiening, a gradu- 
ate student from Taiwan 
in the Department of 
International Relations 
said, “I’ve read his books 
and this is a rare oppor- 
tunity to meet him.” The 
students listened devot- 
edly throughout Zhang’s 
talk despite the heat in 
the auditorium, even 
breaking into standing 
ovations. 

Some economists have 
criticized Zhang for show- 
ing off rather than doing 
real research work. Xia 
Yeliang, a post-doctoral 
student at the China 
Center for Economic 
Research, said Zhang’s 


personal history “is too 
good to be true.” 

Xia also criticized 
Zhang for his penchant 
for going on speech tours 
at Chinese universities. 

Qian Gang, a soph- 
omore economics major, 


said, “I like his style. 
Although he made a 
famous breakthrough 
with the Peasant Eco- 
nomics Theory in 1969, 
he also is good at photog- 
raphy and art.” 
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Zhongguancun Opens School 
for International Children 


By Shan Jinliang 

Zhongguancun Science Park founded 
its first international school, targeted at 
children of returned overseas Chinese 
and people from Hong Kong, Macao, 
Taiwan and foreign countries working 
in Beijing on Monday. 

The Zhonguancun International 
School, established with an investment 
of 1.2 billion yuan, is intended to encour- 
age the development of enterprises oper- 
ating in the area. 

The principal of the school will be Dr. 
Su Hang, who holds a PhD in compar- 
ative education from the State Univer- 
sity of New York in the US. 

Foreign staff of international com- 
panies operating in Zhongguancun, 
including Microsoft, applied to the local 
government to provide education facil- 
ities for their children in late 1999. 
The Zhongguancun Science Park then 
contacted Dr. Su, who had the idea of 


building an international school that 
combines the educational methods of 
China and the US. 

On April 31, 2001, city vice-mayor 
and director of the Science Park Liu 
Zhihua signed a contract with Dr. Su, 
the chairman of the school’s develop- 
ment company, to set up the Zhong- 
guancun International School. 

The new school is scheduled to open 
September 1 in a temporary site in 
a school in the Sun Garden Commu- 
nity in Haidian District. The school 
will later relocate to another site set to 
be completed before August 2003. 

“The school will recruit at most 180 
students, meaning there will be 10 


students in each class from kindergar- 
ten to the middle school level,” said 
Song Kui, director of the Recruitment 
Office of the school. “All graduates 
of the school will receive IBO (Inter- 
national Baccalaureate Organization) 
certificates, entitling them to apply to 
international universities.” 

The school will recruit English 
speaking teachers from schools in 
Australia, New Zealand, the US and 
Canada and pay them up to $50,000 
a year, according to Song. Qualified 
Chinese teachers will also be given 
posts. English teaching materials will 
be introduced from the US, while Chi- 
nese materials will come from the Peo- 


ple’s Education Press. 

“Since we announced we were recruit- 
ing students on April 20, we have been 
flooded by calls and requests for infor- 
mation,” said Song. The school’s admin- 
istration estimates it received over 150 
inquiries and met with around 40 inter- 
ested parents by Thursday afternoon. 

Li Xinyu, a recently-returned over- 
seas Chinese and father, said the estab- 
lishment of the international school 
should meet his requirements for his 
child’s foreign language studies and 
general education. 

Annual tuition at the school for the 
kindergarten level will be $10,000, 
$15,000 for primary levels and 
$16,900 for middle school levels. “The 
tuition is high for some Chinese par- 
ents, but many are still attracted by 
the school’s proposed excellent teach- 
ing standards and its experienced 
principal,” said Song. 


Experimental Space Chicks Crack Way Out of Shells 


Top Architects Get Rainy View of 
Olympic Green 

By Shan Jinliang 

Monday and Tuesday, despite the gray skies 
and drizzle, architects from 75 design institutions 
inspected the Olympic Green and the Wukesong 
Cultural Sports Center in preparation to compete 
for the contracts for the design of Beijing’s Olym- 
pic venues. 

Organized by the Municipal Planning Com- 
mission, the architects toured the Olympic Green 
in five buses for around one hour. For unknown 
reasons, 44 of the 119 institutions that have made 
bids for the contracts did not attend the activity. 

The Olympic Green will contain half the facili- 
ties for the 2008 Olympics, including the 80,000-seat 
national stadium, the 18,000-seat national gymna- 
sium, the 15,000-seat national swimming center 
and the Olympic Athletes Apartments. 

Design institutions making bids for the con- 
tracts will be able to consult governmental depart- 
ments about the design of the two sites until May 
15, and the names of the contract winners will be 
announced May 21. Designs and blueprints must 
be sent to an appraisal commission for examina- 
tion and approval before July 2. 


By Ding Feng/ Shan Jinliang 

Early Tuesday morning, researchers rejoiced 
when three fuzzy yellow chicks with black eyes and 
feet and sharp beaks broke out of their shells from 
among nine black eggs being kept in an incubator 
in a poultry-breeding base at China Agricultural 
University. 

The chicks, of a black-boned species native to Chi- 
na’s Jiangxi, Guangdong and Fujian provinces, were 
hatched after 502 hours of gestation, and their birth 
marked the success of China’s first foray into “space 
black-boned chicken breeding.” The eggs had all spent 
one week aboard China’s third unmanned spaceship, 
the “Shenzhou III”. 

The research project was funded by the National 
Natural Science Foundation of China and involved 
around a dozen Chinese scientists, led by Yang Ning 
from China Agricultural University and Chen Wei 
from the Chinese Academy of Sciences. 

The project began in January 2000, and prepara- 
tory work and ground experiments took one month. 
The team began to collect black eggs one week before 
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the launch of the “Shenzhou III” spacecraft and then 
sent the nine selected eggs to the Jiuquan Satellite 
Launch Center. 

The eggs took off for their seven-day space tour 
at 10:15 pm on March 25. The spaceship returned to 


Earth in Inner Mongolia at 4:51 on April 1 and the 
eggs were then transported to Beijing at 11 pm. 

When they removed the eggs from their protec- 
tive boxes, the research team found none had broke. 
“The experiment put high demands on the space- 
craft, and the fact they did not break proves the 
excellence of its temperature and vibration control 
systems,” said Professor Yang. 

The eggs were put in the incubator at 11:15 am 
on April 2. 

“There are many risks in this kind of experi- 
ment,” said Yang, “and survival rates are quite low. 
For example, Japanese scientists conducted a simi- 
lar experiment on the US Space Shuttle Endeavor 
in 1992, but only one of the 10 eggs sent into space 
hatched.” 

China has conducted space-breeding experiments 
since 1987, covering over 50 species of plants includ- 
ing rice, wheat, cotton, tomatoes and plant seeds, and 
microorganisms and animals. Mutations have been 
found from these experiments, and some high-quality 
species have been selected and successfully bred. 


Nobel Prize Winners Sign on for 
Tech Expo 

By Xiao Rong 

Micheal Spence and Paul Greenguard, two 
Nobel laureates, will be invited to participate 
in this year’s Beijing International Science- 
Tech Industries Expo, according to the expo’s 
organizing committee. 

Spence, winner of the 2001 Nobel Prize for 
Economics, will make a speech on market infor- 
mation structure and its influence on infor- 
mation technology. Greenguard, winner of the 
2000 Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine, 
will give a lecture on the impact of new bio- 
technology on human health. 

The two Nobel prize holders and other well- 
known scientists and economists will appear at 
a forum on new bio-technologies and the impact 
of China’s WTO entry. The forum, scheduled to 
be held May 27th and 28th, will be the only one 
to focus on science and education at the Expo. 
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French Supermarket 
Chain Wins Approval 
to Expand 

By Xu Ying 

Carrefour said Tuesday 
that it has secured approval 
from the Chinese government 
to resume its expansion pro- 
gram in China. 

The company will open 10 
new stores in 2002, the first of 
which will be in Nanjing, capi- 
tal of Jiangsu Province. 

The government’s decision 
ends a recent stalemate in dis- 
cussions over the pace of the 
French company’s growth in 
China. 

“After discussions with the 
Chinese authorities in the con- 
text of the country’s member- 
ship of the WTO, we’ve been 
cleared to expand from this 
year,” Rene Billet, director of 
Carrefour’s Asian operations, 
said. 

Carrefour, which already 
operates 27 large supermar- 
kets in China, had been in- 
volved in discussions with 
Chinese authorities along with 
Wal-Mart Stores of the United 
States and Germany’s Metro 
AG. 

Pharmaceutical 
Company Seeks 
to Dominate China 
Market 

By Miao Yajie 

With the official launch of 
Lan Mei Shu (known as Lami- 
sil in the west), the world’s top 
selling fungicide cream for ath- 
lete’s foot, Tianjin Smith Kline 
& French Laboratories (SK&F) 
announced a five-year strategy 
to dominate China’s over the 
counter (OTC) medicine and 
healthcare product market last 
Friday. 

This was the first major step 
taken by SK&F after its new 
Contac cold tablets entered the 
market last September. It was 
also the first strategic move by 
a leading pharmaceutical com- 
pany towards the OTC market 
since it was established in Chi- 
na. 

Lan Mei Shu was invented in 
the 1980s. Now the medicine is 
sold in over 90 countries around 
the globe, and in 2000, it ap- 
peared on China’s first OTC 
drug list. 

Athlete’s foot is a common 
skin fungus infection. The in- 
cidence of the disease is very 
high in China, in some areas, as 
much as 60% of the population 
suffer or have suffered from the 
disease. 

There are several brands 
of medicine available, among 
which Da Ke Ning from Xi’an 
Janssen Pharmaceutical holds 
60% of the market. 

Large-scale advertising for 
SK&F’s new product started 
last month on CCTV and other 
TV channels in China, and sales 
over the past few weeks have 
surpassed expectation, accord- 
ing to SK&F vice president, 
Yang Weiqiang. 

Yang says China’s OTC drug 
market is in its beginning stag- 
es and the market potential is 
enormous. In the following five 
years, SK&F aims to focus more 
and more on OTC medicines. 

Sales of OTC medicines have 
grown rapidly since the early 
1990s. In 1993, the annual glob- 
al sales were 32.5 billion US 
dollars, and the estimated an- 
nual volume could reach 71 bil- 
lion by 2006. 

China Pharmaceutical 
Gets 21 6m Acquisition 

By Xu Ying 

China Pharmaceutical En- 
terprise and Investment Cor- 
poration announced plans 
Tuesday to acquire a pharma- 
ceutical manufacturing ven- 
ture for 216 million yuan from 
its parent company and an- 
other partner. 

China Pharmaceutical man- 
ufactures bulk pharmaceutical 
products including vitamins 
and antibiotics. 

The venture will manufac- 
ture pharmaceutical prepara- 
tion products in China. It is 
currently 97 % owned by China 
Pharmaceutical’s parent and 
3% by its partner. 


FINANCE 


Can Accounting Merger Ensure 
Security for Staff and Clients? 


By Zhao Hongyi 

The announcement by Andersen and Price- 
WaterHouseCoopers last week that the two ac- 
counting firms were combining their practices in 
China’s mainland and Hong Kong seems to have 
quelled staff jitters, at least for the present. But 
in the longer term, Anderson’s 6,000 staff team 
in the region are still concerned about their jobs. 
Customers also are worrying about future uncer- 
tainties. 

The announcement, made on April 17 in Hong 
Kong, says the two firms in China and Hong 
Kong will operate under the name of PriceWater- 
HouseCoopers, starting from July 1 this year. 

The joint press release stressed that, after the 
combination, Price WaterHouseCoopers will have 
a staff strength of close to 6,000 (3,000 each in 
Hong Kong and China), including 230 partners. 
Offices in China will include Beijing, Chongqing, 
Dalian, Guangzhou, Shanghai, Shenzhen, Tianjin 
and Xian. 

“The combined firm is committed to be the 
leading professional services organisation in Hong 
Kong and China, solving complex business prob- 
lems for its clients,” the release says. 

Silas Yang, the new chairman and senior part- 
ner of the combined firm, said in Hong Kong 
that so far, the integration process is progressing 
as planned, and that the transition should be a 
smooth one. 

“The combination of practice is not equal to 
an acquisition or merger,” sources at Andersen’s 
Beijing office told Beijing Today. “In our sector, we 
join our business under partnership, which means 
we have comparatively independent rights in hu- 
man resources management, as long as Andersen 
can keep the customers.” 

Andersen’s Beijing office has reportedly con- 
firmed with its employees that all conditions will 
remain unchanged, and emphasised again that 
what was happening in the US has nothing to do 
with Andersen China. 

Currently, Andersen has 2,300 staff in the re- 
gion, while PriceWaterHouseCoopers has over 3,000. 
“This shows the senior management has no inten- 
tion to cut the number of staff in the short term. But 
who knows what will happen in the future,” said an 
Anderson’s staff member who declined to give her 
name. 

The two firms provide the same services: audit- 
ing, taxation and financing. “Andersen consultation 
is not involved in the combination this time. They 
split off in 1989. Globally, PriceWaterHouseCoopers 
has the largest accounting business scale, while An- 
dersen has the highest operational revenues in Chi- 
na and Hong Kong,” said the source. 

Arthur Andersen’s overall revenues in the region 
last year amounted to 1.5 billion yuan, of which over 



Andersen’s Managing Partner for China Albert Ng (left) and Chairman and Senior Partner of Price- 
WaterHouseCoopers, Silas Yang (right), shake hands at the signing ceremony last week in Hong Kong. 
A joint press release says Silas Yang will be appointed as chairman and senior partner of the combined 
firm. Albert Ng will be joint managing partner - China operations. Photo by Ayi 


600 million is from the Chinese mainland. 

A staff member at Andersen’s Beijing office ad- 
mitted that since the Enron scandal broke last 
November, “a number of our Chinese customers 
have gone, including Huaneng Power Internation- 
al and Bank of China (Hong Kong). Luckily, some 
of them moved to the PriceWaterHouseCoopers, 
including the two mentioned.” 

While conceding that service repetition is inev- 
itable. “This only shows an increase of our busi- 
ness and an enlargement of our customer pool.” 
Regarding worries about customer rivalry, the 
staff member said there are no laws or regulations 
preventing accounting firms from providing ser- 
vices to rival customers from the same industry. 
Secondly, “we stick closely to our business moral- 
ity as usual. That is to provide 100% confidential 
services to any customer, no matter they are rivals 
or not, no matter how large or small they are.” 
But what will the customers conclude? “That’s 
far beyond our expectation and management.” 
“You will find there will be two PriceWater- 
HouseCoopers offices in Beijing. One is the origi- 
nal one at the Kerry Center. And the other is ours 
at the China World Trade Center. Please keep in 
mind, we are all PriceWaterHouseCoopers.” 


The Andersen Break Up Story 


By Zhao Hongyi 

March 19: Andersen World- 
wide SC affiliates from the Asia- 
Pacific region meet in Singapore 
and endorse a merger with 
KPMG 

March 21: Andersen affiliates 
in China and Hong Kong an- 
nounce they are pulling out of the 
merger with KPMG and joining 
with PriceWaterHouseCoopers 
March 22: Andersen affiliates 
in Russia, Australia and New Zea- 
land announce they are joining 
hands with Ernst & Young 

March 27: Andersen’s partner 
in Japan, Asahi & Co. announces 
it is pulling out of the merger and 
declares independence 

Early April: Andersen affili- 
ates in the Middle East announce 
merger with PriceWaterHouseC- 
oopers 


April 4: Arthur Andersen LLP 
signs a Memorandum of Under- 
standing with Deloitte & Touche 
LLP for many of Andersen’s U.S. 
tax professionals to join the latter 
April 11: Andersen practices 
in Britain, Spain, Portugal and 
Latin America announce merger 
with Deloitte & Touche 

April 17: Andersen Worldwide 
announces merger with Ernst & 
Young, after the breakup of talks 
with KPMG 

April 17: KPMG reportedly 
considering a deal to acquire all 
or parts of Andersen’s auditing 
practices in the US. The ten- 
tative pact involves about 150 
partners and 2,000 employees in 
Seattle; Portland, Oregon; Salt 
Lake City; Boise, Idaho; San 
Francisco; Los Angeles; Boston; 
Philadelphia and Denver 


AUTO INDUSTRY 


Heavy Trucks Revitalize Auto Market 



By Jiang Zhong 
Booming Chinese heavy 
truck market 

Futian, a local light truck 
manufacturer, announced the 
launch of a heavy truck produc- 
tion line recently. Its first 300 
Auman heavy trucks sold out 
within one month. 

A contract to set up a heavy 
truck manufacturing joint ven- 
ture was signed between Dawoo 
Motors and Chinese partner 
Guilin Dawoo Bus Corporation 
earlier this month. According to 
the contract, Guilin Bus will add 
a heavy truck assembly line with 
the technical aid of Dawoo Mo- 
tors. 1,000 trucks will be pro- 
duced this year. 

Baotou North Benz Heavy- 
Duty Truck Company promoted 
its environmental-friendly series 
in the capital on April 14. The 
new models could meet the re- 
quirements of the Euro Two stan- 
dard. 

Heavy trucks are in the spot- 
light now with the booming of 
the Chinese commercial vehicle 
market. 

Ding Gurong, General Manag- 
er of Futian Auman Heavy Truck 
said, “Chinese heavy trucks are 
inferior to foreign products in 
terms of quality and technolog- 
ical innovation. However, they 
have advantages in terms of pro- 
duction costs over foreign prod- 
ucts, thus the advantage in price. 
For Chinese consumers, price is 
still the most important factor 
that can influence their decisions 
on the purchase of expensive 
products. Prices of domestically 
made heavy trucks are general- 
ly half that of foreign products. 
As a result, Chinese products 
dominate the market at present, 


contrary to the situation in the 
sedan market.” 

Jia Xinguang, a senior re- 
searcher on the Chinese auto 
market at the National Auto 
Industry Consulting Company, 
pointed out that the Chinese 
heavy truck market had seen rap- 
id development since 1997. An- 
nual domestic sales rose sharply 
from 30,000 units to 150,000. At 
the same time the high price of 
foreign products restricted for- 
eign manufacturers’ heavy truck 
exports to the Chinese market, 
leaving a vast market share for 
domestic manufacturers. This sit- 
uation is not likely to change in 
the foreseeable future. 

Jia’s analysis can explain why 
the traditional Chinese heavy 
truck manufacturers like FAW, 
Dongfeng, China National Heavy 
Duty Truck Group and Baotou 
North Benz have all adjusted 
their strategy for enhancing their 
heavy truck presence, and the 
original light truck manufactur- 
ers like Daqing Qing Ling and 
Futian have added heavy trucks 
to their assembly line. The big 
market is also attracting new- 
comers like Chunlan Group, 
originally an electrical home ap- 
pliance manufacturer. 

“The booming of the heavy 
truck market has come faster 
than anticipated,” Jia contin- 
ued. “The government’s go-west 
plan and intensive infrastruc- 
ture construction plan, especial- 
ly the national expressway and 
Beijing Olympic venues construc- 
tion, have accelerated the proce- 
dure.” 

Who will seize the 
opportunity? 

“The Chinese auto industry 
has had insufficient communica- 


tion with the international auto 
industry, the situation is even 
worse for heavy truck sector,” 
Ding said. “The Chinese auto in- 
dustry has amplified the negative 
effects of its WTO commitment, 
and they have inevitably over- 
looked the positive effects.” 

He continued, “Chinese heavy 
truck manufacturers are offered 
the opportunity to optimize their 
resource configuration now, in 
other words, to utilize the re- 
sources of the world auto industry 
via international communica- 
tion.” 

“Futian is now negotiating 
with some foreign manufacturers 
on importing advanced manage- 
ment system,” Ding said. “The 
company has set up technology 
research institutes in Japan and 
Chinese Taipei. A new heavy 
truck plant with an annual out- 
put exceeding 100,000 units is in 
construction now, the first heavy 
truck produced by the new plant 
is expected to roll off the assem- 
bly line this August.” 

It seems that Futian is pre- 
paring to dominate the last prof- 
itable niche of the Chinese auto 
market. 

Ding continued, “The newcom- 
ers can learn from the expe- 
rience of firstcomers with the 
globalization of the internation- 
al auto industry. Manufacturers 
with flexible management sys- 
tems, such as the private en- 
terprises, can easily seize the 
opportunity. While those with 
rigid management system, such 
as some state-owned enterpris- 
es, will miss the opportunity. 
That can explain why Geely, the 
Zhejiang economy car supplier, 
has upset the Chinese sedan 
manufacturers party and forced 


them to adopt a more consum- 
er-oriented strategy. Futian will 
follow suit in the heavy truck 
market.” 

Can Futian save the Beijing 
or even the national auto 
industry? 

Ding said, “Futian is trying to 
be better and better. However it 
is difficult for a single manufac- 
turer to promise to save the Chi- 
nese industry. I think mergers 
should be the solution to the Chi- 
nese heavy truck industry.” 

“If giants like FAW and Dong- 
feng merged, the new company 
would be the biggest heavy truck 
suppliers in the world. However, 
the precondition is that only the 
quantity would be considered. 
Most Chinese industries face the 
same problem at present. The 
most important thing they have 
to do right now is to adopt more 
radical international cooperation 
strategy.” 

He continued, “The merger 
of Renault and Nissan in 1999 
is a good example. In China, 


Galanz and Haier in the electri- 
cal home appliance industry also 
offer valuable experiences. Each 
enterprise in the world is offered 
the same resources; the key is 
how to use them. 

“Beijing’s auto industry has 
been exerted many restrictions 
by local government, the main 
cause of its current difficult po- 
sition. I think the capital should 
also have a prestigious economic 
status. Beijing had been an active 
part of Chinese auto industry be- 
fore the 1990s, the government 
should not compromise its auto 
industry anymore.” 

No manufacturer will be guar- 
anteed success in the market,” 
concluded Ding. “Chinese heavy 
truck manufacturers must speed 
up their international coopera- 
tion now in order to avoid the 
dilemma the Chinese sedan in- 
dustry now finds itself in. Fu- 
tian hopes to see the prosperity 
of the whole Chinese heavy truck 
industry but not that of certain 
manufacturers .” 
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US Secretary of Commerce Don Evans (L) examines the “Phoenix” FCHV (Fuel Cell Hybrid Vehicle) developed through 
Sino-US cooperation, in Beijing on Earth Day, April 22. The vehicle, manufactured by Pan Asia Technical Automotive 
Center, a joint venture between General Motors and Shanghai Automotive Co. Ltd., emits only steam when running. 

Donald Evans attended the 14th conference of the China-US Joint Commission on Commerce and Trade (JCCT) held 
Tuesday in Beijing. (Xinhua Photo) 


Largest SOEs Up for Grabs 


By Zhao Hongyi 

After opening small and medium sized 
enterprises to purchase by overseas inves- 
tors, particularly multinational corpora- 
tions, China is preparing to make some 
of its 500 largest state-owned enterprises 
available for purchase or acquisition, 
according to the State Economic and Trade 
Commission, the most authoritative cen- 
tral government agency for the drafting of 
economic policies and regulations. 

Jiang Guiqin, vice chairman of the 
Commission, told reporters earlier this 
week in Beijing that the commission has 
finished drafting related policies. The pol- 
icies are expected to be issued soon, and 


detailed regulations will come out later 
in the year. 

Formerly, China had a policy of pro- 
tecting its 500 largest state-owned enter- 
prises as keys to the country’s long-term 
development, and tried to improve the 
management of these companies by list- 
ing them on the domestic stock market 
and installing international management 
practices.. 

The central government, through the 
four state owned asset management com- 
panies, Huarong, Oriental, Great Wall and 
Cinda, packages the bad assets of poorly- 
performing small and medium-sized state 
owned enterprises for sale at home and 


abroad. Many large SOEs have collected 
capital for development by listing on the 
domestic or overseas stock markets. 

The State Economic and Trade Com- 
mission believes putting these state- 
owned ventures on the table will maintain 
the strong influx of foreign capital, encour- 
age technology transfer and introduce 
efficient mechanisms from international 
buyers. Sources say this action will also 
breakthrough the former restriction that 
foreign investors could hold only up to 
49% stakes in state-owned enterprises. 

Jiang said that the direct sale of large 
state-owned enterprises is already under- 
way on a trial basis. Last October, the 


Commission granted permission to sell 
bad state owned assets, including those of 
a number of industrial giants that were 
prominent in the 1960s and 1970s. The 
success of the sale, executed by China’s 
asset management companies, “was a pre- 
lude to fully opening up large state-owned 
ventures for purchase,” said Jiang. 

Analysts say China is already quite 
sophisticated in introducing foreign inves- 
tors to set up new independent ventures 
and joint ventures and purchase assets 
from domestic enterprises, but still lacks 
experience in guiding and monitoring 
direct purchases and acquisitions of large 
state-owned ventures. 


Beijing Supermarket Chain Teams Up with British Distributor 


By Wang Dandan 

The freight distribution 
industry is drawing increasing 
attention from the Chinese gov- 
ernment, and development of 
the industry was the subject of 
a global sourcing forum held in 
Nanjing this week. In Beijing, 
the Wumei and Jian supermar- 
ket chains have already started 
cooperating with foreign freight 
delivery companies. 

Xie Xuren, vice-minister of 
the State Economic and Trade 


Commission (SETC), said at the 
forum that opening the commer- 
cial sector over the next two to 
five years will be a major com- 
ponent of China’s overall open- 
ing-up policy. 

Earlier this month, Jian 
Hypermarket signed an agree- 
ment with Tibbett & Britten, 
one of the world’s 10 largest 
freight distribution companies. 
According to the agreement, 
Tibbett & Britten will distrib- 
ute goods from suppliers to Jian 


outlets once or twice daily. 

Founded in 1997, Jian 
Hypermarket operates 16 chain 
stores in China. 

Tibbett & Britten has a world- 
wide business network and its 
clients include Wal-Mart, Car- 
refour and ASDA. Since enter- 
ing China’s market in 1997, 
Tibbett & Britten has cooper- 
ated with two chain store com- 
panies, ParknShop’s outlets in 
Shenzhen and Wumei Super- 
market in Beijing. 


“Domestic supermarkets 
have to deal with many sup- 
pliers, depending on the size of 
their sales areas,” said Wei Jie, 
spokesperson for Jian Hyper- 
market. 

“By signing with a distri- 
bution company, we can effec- 
tively deal with one supplier 
when it comes to purchasing 
and delivery,” he added. 

With the help of this distri- 
bution company, Jian will have 
more choices in selecting loca- 


tions for the establishment of 
new stores. 

“Suppliers set their prices 
by whether they have to 
deliver or not,” said Wei. “When 
a distribution company takes 
over the delivery of all goods, 
supermarkets can receive bar- 
gains from suppliers, leading 
to lower sale prices of goods,” 
he continued. 

“Our ultimate goal is to better 
serve our customers by offering 
lower prices,” said Wei. 


Mainland Enterprises 
Plan Second HK 
Recruitment Fair 


By Zhao Hongyi 

Large enterprises from the Chinese 
mainland are planning to hold their 
second recruitment fair for management 
professionals in Hong Kong June 29-30, 
inspired by the success of the first fair 
held January 26-27. 

Guangzhou-based www.jobl68.com, a 
headhunter and human resources con- 
sulting company, and MRC Jinxing 
Human Resources Co. Ltd, were the 
joint organizers of the first recruiting 
fair, which attracted 12,000 manage- 
ment professionals from Hong Kong and 
Taiwan. More than 760 positions in the 
Chinese mainland were offered in indus- 
tries including securities, science and 
telecommunications, machinery produc- 
tion, insurance and property develop- 
ment. 

Around 100 professionals recruited 
at the fair have assumed positions in 
senoir management teams in mainland 
enterprises. 

The two organizers expect more 
recruiters from the mainland to take 
part in the second fair. They will open 
on-line pre-registration for interviews 
and offer on-site recruitment. 


Qingdao Puts Land up 
for Auction in Beijing 

By Zhao Hongyi 

April 20, over 50 real estate devel- 
opers, both domestic and overseas, 
attended a meeting in Beijing hosted 
by the municipal government of Qin- 
gdao, Shandong province, to introduce 
six pieces of land with a total area of 
500 mu (approximately 33.4 hectares) 
that will be sold by auction on May 11 
in Qingdao. 

“This is the largest land auction proj- 
ect we have ever handled,” said Yang Jun, 
vice mayor of Qingdao, at the introduc- 
tory meeting. “As one of Beijing’s partners 
in hosting the 2008 Olympics, Qingdao is 
very interested in building its connections 
with the capital,” he added. 

The Qingdao government hopes the 
auction will help it solidify ties with 
Beijing and introduce domestic and for- 
eign investment in its real estate sector. 
Qingdao has been approved by the Inter- 
national Olympic Committee to hold 
some of the events of the 2008 Olym- 
pics, including water skiing and sailing. 


MNCs Pursue R&D 
in Tsinghua SciPark 

By Shan Jinliang 

Sun Microsystems, M.I.S. 
Technology and IT Frontier 
announced they will estab- 
lish research and development 
(R&D) facilities in the Inno- 
vation Center of the Tsinghua 
University Science Park on 
Monday. The same day, Sch- 
lumberger also announced its 
move into the Park. 

Sun has rented 6,000 
square meters of floor space 
for its R&D center, called the 
Sun China Engineering Acad- 
emy. Due to its need to expand, 
Schlumberger plans to trans- 
fer its R&D facilities from a 
1,000 square-meter office in 
Xueyan Mansion to a 3,000 
square meters office in the 
park’s Innovation Center. 

The Tsinghua Science 
Park, already home to a R&D 
center under P&G, has become 
a focus of multinational corpo- 
rations (MNCs) in the Zhong- 
guancun Science Park. 

Gong Li, President of the 
Sun China Engineering Acad- 
emy, said, “Sun will shift 
10% of its R&D work to 
China. We are pleased with 
the park’s excellent legal and 
social environments and huge 
development space. Also, 
Zhongguancun is Beijing’s 
technological innovation 
center and can provide us with 
access to skilled staff from 
universities in the area.” 

The Tsinghua University 
Science Park, one of 22 uni- 
versity science parks nation- 
wide, is aimed at becoming 
a hi-tech industry hub, said 
Mei Meng, vice chairman of 
the Tsinghua Science Park 
Development Corporation. 
He added, “We hope to create 
an atmosphere of interaction 
between different kinds of 
companies for the gain of 
all.” 

PUSP Allies with 
Korean Investor 

By Shan Jinliang 

Peking University Science 
Park (PUSP) General Man- 
ager Ye Lining and Sung- 
Moon Kwon, president of 
KTB, South Korea’s largest 
venture capital company, 
signed a memo of intent to 
cooperate on April 19. 

The memo stipulates 
Peking University Science 
Park will provide market 
information and consultation 
services to hi-tech companies 
invested in by KTB that are 
preparing to enter China’s 
market. These companies will 
be able to sign contracts with 
PUSP to establish presences 
in the park and KTB will pro- 
vide the companies with ven- 
ture capital and management 
services. 

Ye said the two sides will 
hold annual “Sino-South- 
Korea Hi-tech Enterprise 
Forum” beginning next year. 

Over more than 20 years, 
KTB has invested in over 
400 startups and small or 
medium-sized companies, 14 
of which have been listed 
on Nasdaq and a quarter of 
which have been listed on 
KOSDAQ, the main index in 
the South Korean market. 

The Peking University Sci- 
ence Park, established in 
1992, has also established 
cooperative relations with 
Toshiba, Hitachi and 
ITOCHU of Japan and Ger- 
many’s BMW. 


Nasdaq President Backs 
Possible Branch in China 


By Zhao Hongyi 
John Wall, Pres- 
ident and COO of 
Nasdaq Interna- 
tional, said Nasdaq 
is considering the 
possibility of setting 
up a branch in China 
as long as the country’s market economy 
system continues to develop. 

Mr. Wall made the statement in a lec- 
ture he delivered at the Zhongguancun 
Science Park last week. 

Six Chinese ventures, including three 
operating in the Zhongguancun Science 
Park, have been listed on Nasdaq. 

Regarding the serious problems faced 
by some listed Chinese companies, Mr. 
Wall said their very low prices do not 
indicate a lack of investor interest, but 
instead, “are the result of a global eco- 
nomic downturn.” 

“Some Chinese Internet companies 
have performed better than their Amer- 
ican counterparts.” 

Mr. Wall explained his company’s 
strategy in China: first to recommend 
qualified Chinese companies for public 
listing in the US; second, to introduce 
qualified smaller US companies and 
start ups to Chinese investors; and 
third, to fully integrate Nasdaq’s opera- 
tions with the China market. 


British, Australian Education Fairs 
Peak Interest of Students, Parents 


with her mother, said Britain is 
an ideal place to receive higher 
education. 

“Britain offers the best 
English, high academic stan- 
dards and internationally 
recognized diplomas and certif- 
icates. Tuition fees and living 
costs in Britain are higher 
than in many other countries, 
but it is worth it.” 

“Chinese students used to 
apply for scholarships to study 
abroad, but that has become less 
critical,” said Zhang’s mother, 
who seemed even more anxious 
and excited than her daughter. 
‘We’ll do anything we can to sup- 
port our daughter’s future.” 

Yan Lihua, a Beijing girl in 
her second year at a secretary 
training school, said, “I have lost 
my chance to go to a top univer- 
sity in China, so I don’t want to 
pass up on any second chances. 
Studying in Britain can improve 
the weakness in my educational 
record.” 

Asked whether she preferred 
to study in Britain or Australia 
in terms of costs and quality of 
education, Yan said, “To me, it 
makes no difference. My goal is 
to receive higher education in 


the West. I am not interested 
in spending a lot of money and 
time to receive a joint diploma at 
home.” She was referring to the 
growing number of China-for- 
eign joint educational programs 
offered domestically. 

According to the British 
Council Beijing Office, which 
acts as the cultural section 
of the British Embassy and 
is one of the four IELTS 
(International English Lan- 
guage Testing System) coor- 
dinating centers in China, 
over 17,000 student visas were 
issued last year to Chinese stu- 
dents to study in Britain. “The 
number will climb to 20,000 
this year,” said Andrew Dis- 
bury, first secretary for edu- 
cation of the office, “and over 

20.000 students from the Chi- 
nese mainland are currently 
studying in courses longer 
than 6 months in Britain.” 

Australia issued 11,500 stu- 
dent visas last year in China, 
and that number may reach as 
high as 15,000 this year, accord- 
ing to officials from the Austra- 
lian Embassy to China. Over 

25.000 Chinese are currently 
studying in the country. 


By Zhao Hongyi 

Tens of thousands of Chi- 
nese students lined up in mid- 
April at the entrances of the 
China World Trade Center and 
the Great Wall Sheraton Hotel 
in Beijing, pressing to get in the 
doors to the British and Austra- 
lian sides of the British Austra- 
lian Education Fair 2002. 

At the British fair in the 
World Trade Center, over 30 
British universities, colleges 
and vocational training schools 
offered massive amounts of 
materials to introduce their 


programs and campuses, and 
answered questions and 
receive applications from Chi- 
nese students. 

“We know China has a huge 
population and expected this 
kind of huge queue. Everything 
was ready,” said Lara Kelley, 
head of the international office 
of the South Bank University 
of London. She added, “We cur- 
rently have over 300 Chinese 
students studying in our uni- 
versity.” 

Zhang Qing, a young girl from 
Tianjin who came up for the fair 


Zhang Qing, a young girl from Tianjin who came up for the educa- 
tion fair with her mother, eagerly awaits an interview with reps from 
Britain’s University of Portsmouth Photo by Ayi 
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Foreign Doctor, 
Robot Repair 
Kids’ Hearts 

By Ivy Zhang 

A revolutionary new form 
of heart surgery has been 
performed successfully for 
the first time in city history 
by a foreign surgeon. 

Dr. Michael Black, of the 
Stanford University Med- 
icine School Falk Cardio- 
vascular Research Center, 
performed the micro-inva- 
sive robot-assisted surgery 
on Jia Chen, 6, at China 
Marine General Hospital in 
the North West of Beijing 
last Saturday. 

A total of six mini-inva- 
sive heart operations have 
been performed in China, 
but this was the first de- 
ployed for a congenital heart 
problem, according to an un- 
official source. 

The boy can be released 
today, said Zhang Zaigao, di- 
rector of the hospital cardi- 
ac surgery department. 

“In the past, if this kind 
of operation was performed 
on children, it needed a 
15 centimeter wide cut and 
sometimes a rib needed to 
be removed because of the 
ambiguous view,” a Jinan 
doctor told Beijing Star on 
April 22. He was one of a 
group of Chinese doctors to 
come to Beijing to watch the 
groundbreaking operation. 

If the rib was removed, 
the child would grow up with 
a permanent shoulder tilt. 
Dr. Black made a 4-centime- 
ter cut to the boy’s chest. The 
smaller cut, which means 
less bleeding, allows the sur- 
geon to introduce robotic 
tools, controlled by some- 
thing like a joystick. 

Attached to a special 
blood circulation machine, 
Chen’s heart was stopped 
for 29 minutes during Dr. 
Black’s computerized sur- 
gery. 

Dr. Black also later per- 
formed a second successful 
operation on 13 -year-old 
Duan Meirong. She and 
Chen are recovering fast 
and their stitches will be re- 
moved next week. 


By Sun Ming 

A Ming Dynasty soldier takes a breath- 
er from the battle at the recently re- 
opened Shixiaguan section of the Great 
Wall. 

Peasant leader Li Zicheng’s March 13, 


1644 battle was re-enacted at the wall, 
five kilometers from Badaling and un- 
touched since the Ming Dynasty. 

“We just added some maintenance 
precautions,” said Du Zhigang, director 
of the Administration Office of Badaling 


Great Wall. 

“Few tourists have been to Shixiaguan 
Great Wall because of its obscurity, and 
so we dubbed it the ‘wild Great Wall.’ 
“But more and more people want to 
visit such original Great Wall.” 
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Wild Battle at Wall 


Doctor Tiptoes to Tend to Uptight Tightrope Walker 


Photo by Alim Halidin 


By Sun Ming 

A tightrope walker with blisters on his 
feet received a doctor’s visit on the high 
wire last Sunday. 

“It was a nervous diagnosis,” said Dr. 
Tong. “He answered my questions while he 
was standing or walking on the wire cable 
all alone.” 

With no safety harness, the Xinjiang ac- 
robat is challenging for the Guinness World 
Record by sitting on an overhead wire cable 
above Jinhai Lake in Pinggu County until 
May 7. He plans to stay there 22 days. 

Aidl Hoxur shelters alone in a 4-square- 
meter hut built at one end of a 450-meter 
long wire cable, as first reported in Beijing 
Today two weeks ago. 


“His illness is not serious. According to 
his complexion, he is quite healthy,” the doc- 
tor said. 

Hoxur on April 20 had called his wife 
Ibagul Abdurazak and mentioned he had 
water blisters on the face and feet. He then 
telephoned to request a doctor. 

Dr. Tong Changshun, a dermatologist of 
Pinggu Hospital, discussed the blisters with 
Hoxur via the Internet. But Dr. Tong said 
he would really rather see Hoxur face to 
face. 

“I am responsible for diagnosing him,” 
Dr. Tong told Beijing Today. “Then Hoxur 
suggested I climb to the top of the hill op- 
posite his hut. 

“He told me when he walked to the other 


end of the cable, the distance between us 
would be only two meters.” 

Dr. Tong inspected Hoxur and concluded 
he was suffering a mild dropsy. Hoxur has 
had blisters since the second day of his re- 
cord bid. 

The poor weather, long periods of mental 
stress and physical strength needed for the 
activity caused the problems, Dr. Tong says. 

Hoxur was told to eat more fruit and 
to take more Yunnan white drug-powder, 
a kind of Chinese medicine to diminish in- 
flammation and relieve pain. 

Hoxur admitted he also has a minor ache 
in his right arm. The arm was broken two 
years ago when he fell 17 meters from a ca- 
ble in Shanghai. 


Wife Accidentally 
Hands Herself 
in at Court 

By Sun Ming 

A woman wanted by police for 
fraud was arrested in court when 
she came to watch the trial of 
her alleged accomplices. 

Xia Lan, 36, had been sought 
for questioning by police for six 
months when she coolly walked 
into a Fengtai courtroom on Tues- 
day last week. 

“Perhaps she was careless 
or she didn’t know why people 
should show their identities in 
advance if they want to hear a 
trial,” Chief Justice Hu Chunsh- 
eng told Beijing Today. 

Xia was then arrested for her 
involvement in the very same 
case about to go to trial. Hus- 
band Lu Yongzhu and defendants 
Lu Yongqiang, Xu Rongwei and 
Xiong Shaojun stood accused of 
selling fake coins in Caoqiao Vil- 
lage of Fengtai District on Sep- 
tember 12 last year. 

“According to materials on the 
claim provided by Fengtai Procu- 
ratorate, Lu’s wife Xia Lan was 
also suspected of complicity in 
the case, but she had evaded 
police. Her husband’s confession 
had even named Xia Lan as an 
accomplice. 

“Many relatives of the defen- 
dants wanted to hear the trial, 
but only two or three people 
could be admitted at most. So we 
had to limit their number,” said 
Judge Hu. 

“I asked my colleagues to tell 
me which relatives had come. 
When the wife of Lu Yongzhu 
was mentioned, I was very much 
surprised.” 

Hu called police and post- 
poned the 9 am court session by 
one hour. 

“To avoid beating the grass 
and frightening away the snake, I 
asked Xia to wait in the aisle and 
talked over some petty things 
with her,” said Hu. 

“For example, I told her that 
perhaps her husband would be 
fined and asked her not to cry at 
trial.” 

Meanwhile, bailiff Zhao Zhon- 
gwei spied on them nearby. Then 
at 10 am, Beijing Police came to 
the court and carted Xia away. 

“She was stunned when po- 
licemen appeared before her,” 
said Hu. “But perhaps she real- 
ized the reason. She said noth- 
ing.” 

Ministry Warns 
World Cup Fans 
to be Careful 

By Feng Yihua 

The Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs has published list of a don’ts 
for Chinese football fans attend- 
ing the World Cup in South Ko- 
rea. 

On top of a ban on explosives, 
guns, poisons and knives, the 
authorities insist laser pens, 
whistles, and banners are also 
forbidden to be brought into sta- 
diums. 

Laser pens and whistles inter- 
fere with normal play. Banners 
disseminate politics and religion. 
Glass, plastic bottles, canned food 
and drink are also banned. 

To save time on the security 
check, spectators are not encour- 
aged to bring backpacks. 


Student Makes New Friends 


By Feng Yihua 

A student of China Agricultural Uni- 
versity in Haidian District found 
three cockroaches in his ear on 
Sunday. 

A roommate of the stu- 
dent told the story to Beijing 
Youth Daily via a newspa- 
per hotline the next day. 

“He felt something 
creeping in his left ear 
yesterday and went to see 


the doctor of our university,” he said. “After 
drinking some medi- 
cine, he still felt 
, uncomfortable.” 
The student 
went to the Third Hospital 
of Beijing Medical Universi- 
ty for emergency treatment. 
The doctor lit his middle ear 
with a lamp, and used twee- 
zers and a clamp to pull three 
cockroaches and a cockroach egg out 


of his ear.” 

The largest cockroach was still alive. 

The others were dead. 

“He rapidly recovered after the roach- 
es had been taken out,” said his friend, 
who declined to give any names. 

The roommate said the event per- 
plexed him. 

“We often clean our room and the 
university scatters roach kill every 
semester.” 

Zeng Xiaopeng, an expert of the 


Beijing Hygiene Commit- 
tee, told Beijing Youth Daily 
the insects like a warm and wet 
environment. 

“The harm becomes more serious 
along with the development of the econ- 
omy and the increase of urbanization,” 
said Deng. 

“It has happened before that a cock- 
roach climbed into a person’s ear. We 
should integrate methods of chemical 
and physical chemistry to kill them.” 


Young Reporters 
Ready for Arctic 


Foreign Passenger 
Runs Berserk 
on City Bus 


Photo by Lan He 


By Chen Huiying 

An American was arrested 
for assaulting and insulting a 
bus driver, conductors and pas- 
sengers on a city bus last Sat- 
urday. 

Beijing police refused to 
name or give any information 
about the man, saying they had 
not yet figured out the wording 
for a press release. But from 
observing the man’s passport 
held by a police on the spot, 

Lan He, a reporter with Beijing 
Times, wrote he had recognized 
it as American. 

If the foreigner is not a 
diplomat and has no diplomat- 
ic immunity, the case will be 
dealt with according to Chi- 
nese laws and regulations, a 
police spokesman said. 

Punishment depends on the 
victims’ injuries. If not too se- 
rious, the case will be solved by the police. 
Otherwise, a legal medical expert report is 
needed to decide the punishment. 

According to Beijing Times, the man apol- 
ogized to the driver and passengers, and of- 
fered medical compensation. 

“When driving the bus towards Dong- 


zhimen,” said 359 driver Meng Qiusheng, 
“Through my wing mirror I saw a foreigner, 
about 1.8 meters tall, stamping on the en- 
gine cover.” 

Meng says she told the man twice not to 
step on the cover and gestured at him to 
cease his behavior. Meng says the man then 


jumped onto the cover and 
punched her in the face. Bleed- 
ing and dizzy, Meng stopped 
the Dongzhimen - Capital Air- 
port bus near the Lufthansa 
Center. 

The man allegedly then 
turned on a young Chinese 
man who had tried to intervene 
when the American was beat- 
ing the driver. The man also 
allegedly insulted the conduc- 
tor. A woman in her 20s told 
Beijing Times that she told the 
man in English he should apol- 
ogize, but the man allegedly re- 
sponded with an insult. 

Seeing all the passengers 
had stood up, the man next 
allegedly sought to escape 
through the front window, but 
failed. A passenger quickly got 
off the bus and tackled him by 
his legs, pushed him back on 
the bus where others held him, according to 
the Times report. 

Ten minutes later, two police wagons came 
and at 2 pm, police took the man away. 

The next day, the story appeared in other 
Chinese newspapers and on networks, evok- 
ing fury. The case is under investigation. 


By Zhu Lin 

Primary and high school stu- 
dents will go to the North Pole to 
report on the launch of China’s 
first research station this July. 

The 30-50 students, between 
10 and 17, will pay 35,000 yuan 
each for the opportunity. 

Sponsored by the China Sci- 
ence Expedition Association, they 
will first travel to Denmark and 
Finland. As part of the prepa- 
ration, Rigmar Kristin Johnsen, 
cultural attache from the Nor- 
way Embassy recently lectured 
candidates in Beijing about Arc- 
tic conditions. 


Photo by Wang Zhenlong 
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L ike many new college 
graduates in China, 
Liu Li, 21, is busy 
looking for a job and run- 
ning around Chongqing for 
interviews. But one inter- 
view she had late last month 
left her shocked and angry 
According to the Jiang- 
nan Times newspaper , Liu 
is a Chinese Language and 
Literature major at a uni- 
versity in Chongqing. On 
March 22, on a recommen- 
dation from her department 
at the university, Liu went 
for a job interview at a joint 
venture company. 

Having read many ac- 
counts of people being put 
in embarrassing situations 
during interviews, Liu 
brought along a mini tape 
recorder just in case. 

Her interviewer, a mid- 
dle-aged man, started with 
some standard questions, 
but then suddenly asked, 
“Do you have a boyfriend?” 
Liu was unprepared for 
the question and mumbled 
an answer of, “Yes, I do.” 
Her interviewer seemed dis- 
pleased and asked more 
questions that made Liu 
feel uncomfortable. 

“Are you in favor of extra- 
marital sexual behavior?” 
“Do you live with your boy- 
friend?” “How would you re- 
spond if a potential client 
made sexual advances to- 
wards you?” 

Confronting the man’s 
piercing gaze, Liu gave 
vague answers. The inter- 
viewer was not happy and 
then took up a ruler to try 
to measure Liu’s body. Liu 
found the situation unbear- 
able and stormed out of the 
interview. 

Liu intends to sue the 
company for infringement 
of her human dignity, as 
there is no legal definition 
of sexual harassment in 
China. 

Do the questions Liu 
was asked constitute sex- 


ual harassment? 

L i Tao, male, Deputy 
Secretary General 
of the Cultural 
Development Center for 
Rural Women 

Yes, I think that is sexu- 
al harassment. Acts of men- 
tal abuse and humiliation 
should be defined as sexual 
harassment. 

In this particular case, 
we should look at the envi- 
ronment in which the case 
occurred. It was a corporate 
interview and the questions 
asked have no connection 
to her work abilities. Such 
questions are targeted at 
women and reek of sexual 
discrimination. Would a 
male candidate be asked the 
same questions? Absolutely 
not. 

Many organizations, 
when recruiting women, 
have requirements regard- 
ing their age, appearance 
and height. They look at 
women as commercial prod- 
ucts and expect them to of- 
fer services including their 
bodies. Women are discrimi- 
nated against and humiliat- 
ed, and their roles in society 
are undervalued. 

Z hang Ran, female, 
graduate student at 
the School of Jour- 
nalism and Communica- 
tion at Beijing University 
Well, I don’t think this is 
sexual harassment, but it’s 
definitely sexual discrimi- 
nation. 

I would get very angry 
if I were asked such ques- 
tions. Boys would not be 
treated the same way. In- 
terviewers see you as a 
woman, not a candidate. 
Clearly they think women 
should sacrifice themselves 
when needed, or they 
would not ask such ques- 
tions. They think female 
employees are willing to 
exchange sex for their jobs 


or their means of living. 

That is discrimination. 

F ang Zhiyuan, male, 

Lawyer, Beijing Wisdom 
Law Firm 

It is hard to say. Asking ques- 
tions does not necessarily consti- 
tute sexual harassment because 
when such questions are raised 
during an interview, the person 
being interviewed can refuse to 
answer them. 

In most cases, sexual harass- 


find people who have the skills, 
attitude and abilities needed to 
complete certain tasks. Those 
questions don’t fall under this 
scope. 

Simply making queries about 
others’ private affairs can’t con- 
stitute the infringement of oth- 
ers’ rights. Only when a person 
spreads private information or 
slanders another person can it 
be considered an infringement of 
a person’s rights. 

But, this man’s actions sure 


c 

c 

s 


an Words 
onstitute 


sexual harassment is not just a 
private problem. It is an issue 
that has implications for all em- 
ployees. It affects morale, and 
eventually the productivity and 
the quality of a work environ- 
ment. 

I know there have been cases 
of verbal sexual harassment 
abroad. 

I believe the questions Liu Li 
was asked were very offensive, 
which is a measure of sexual 
harassment. I really doubt that 
anyone would want to work with 
or for this guy. 

I am pretty sure there have 
been no such cases at com- 
panies like mine. We have 
very standardized recruitment 
methods and policies. 


exual Harassment? 


Female college 
graduate asked 
embarrassing 
questions dur- 
ing job interview 


ment in the workplace happens 
when a man in a superior po- 
sition uses his power to force a 
woman in a subordinate position 
to do what he wants, and the 
subordinate is told not to tell oth- 
ers about what happened. 

As for questions asked during 
recruitment, it’s hard to give a 
definite answer. For instance, the 
issue of cohabitation may have 
some relevance to a person’s will- 
ingness to work overtime. 

But in principle, the questions 
in this particular case were inap- 
propriate and have nothing to 
do with the purpose of recruit- 
ment. Recruitment is intended to 


seem like sexual harassment. He 
measured the girl’s body, which 
is in no way related to job re- 
cruitment. He was not recruiting 
models. If an offense is serious 
enough, it should be looked at as 


W ang Lei, female, 

Human Resources 
Department, Beijing 
Ericsson Mobile Communica- 
tions Ltd. 

There is growing concern in- 
ternationally about preventing 
sexual harassment in the work- 
place. 

Many industrialized countries 
have developed laws to specifi- 
cally deal with this problem, and 
it has become an indispensable 
term in many international com- 
panies’ code of conduct. Anyone 
can be fired for sexual harass- 
ment. But at the international 
level, there is not yet a common 
definition of what constitutes sex- 
ual harassment and how to de- 
termine whether a certain action 
amounts to sexual harassment. 
However, it is certain that 


J onathan Kos-Read, male, 
actor and scriptwriter 
from the US 

This, I think, is a simple ques- 
tion. It breaks down to two main 
issues - the legal definition of 
sexual harassment and the mor- 
al definition. 

Legally, sexual harassment is 
whatever the state defines it 
to be. Answering the question 
would be simply a matter of look- 
ing up the relevant statues in a 
Chinese law book. 

Morally, both in the United 
States and in China, people would 
generally define workplace sexu- 
al harassment as putting an em- 
ployee or potential employee in 
a position in which he or she 
feels sexually obligated or sexual- 
ly taken advantage of by a supe- 
rior or potential superior. 

In this case, most people 
would define it as sexual harass- 
ment from a moral standpoint. 

In the US, from a legal stand- 
point, it would almost certainly 
be considered by a court to be 
sexual harassment. 

By Ivy Zhang 


SOUND BITES 


“ With Japan's econom- 
ic downturn, Koizumi in- 
tended to boost his flagging 
popularity by visiting the 
shrine even though he 
risked world condemna- 
tion by doing so” 

— Luo Huanzhang, a re- 
search fellow at China’s 
Academy of Military Sci- 
ences, reacting to Jap- 
anese Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi’s latest 
visit to Tokyo’s Yasukuni 
Shrine 

“ Faced with intolerance 
and hatred, no debate is 
possible. Just as I did 
not accept any alliance in 
the past with the National 
Front... I will not accept a 
debate with its leader in 
the future,” 

— Jacques Chirac, 
French President, at a ral- 
ly in Rennes on April 23, 
his first campaign stop 
since the upset vote on 
Sunday that sent Jean- 
Marie Le Pen, leader of the 
far-right National Front 
Party, through to a sec- 
ond-round run-off for the 
French presidency next 
month 

“Bearing in mind the 
length of time this case 
has already gone on, it's ab- 
surd to suggest that there 
is still an ongoing investi- 
gation into Mr. Raissi. It's 
time that this whole sorry 
farce came to an end. It's 
time that his absolute inno- 
cence is recognized.” 

— Richard Egan, lawyer 
for Lotfi Raissi, 27, an Al- 
gerian pilot accused by the 
US of training some of the 
September 11 hijackers af- 
ter a British judge ruled 
that charges against him 
were unsubstantiated 

By Chen Ying 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is pressed every Friday is a new adversing special one for the 
realesiate and relative industries. The English Edition is del- 
vered whit the newspaper so the media advantage is very ob- 
vious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the adver tiser’s requests for the more pertinence, let 
the pol icy-makcrs read the relative content directly and try to 
reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 13910419797 84014823 


WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 

Were we do our job... So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 ext.3005/3006 



iWD (Hotels Investments) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

-Universitv degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca- 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 


a 

CHINA LIFE TOWER 

fllMJe : 

Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: I , 

Beijing Zhong Bat^\ 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 



Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yard architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 
**Dart Commkerce Office 
l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 .favourable price : RMB 3 -4yuan/ squaremeter/ day 
3.teiephone number:65032597 or 64951817 
**Dart Commkerce Garden 

1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac 
count office and the Chinese- Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3.5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right). It is located 
in north-eastern corner of SiyuanBridge. 

LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$500/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
TV,IDDappliances. 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 
Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours:(17:30-18:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R.China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 
E-mail : sthotel@w. com.cn 

City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3 A, Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 
Transportation: convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, J ingtong 

Express Way, and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Service S:Receptionist(Lobby),' Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning, Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 
Rental Returns: usD900.00-2200per month 
Current Occupation Rate: offices:ioo%:Department 95 . 7 % 
Business Tax: 0 . 4 % 

Management F ees : PalacelntemationahRMBSOO per square me- 
ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door) Vegetation,Eleva- 
tors, Elevators, Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL65561798 





OToSouth of LanDao building,it'snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 
floor 

CThis building is available to Bank, Nego- 
tiable Securities,Business Center, res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add:No.38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 

Sunflower Tower 

Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District, Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel.Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
ASklny rent: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacity 
ISDN is availabie 

Elevator: 10KONE elevators HVAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center, Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney, BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 

work 

Tel:85275696-608 

'WWWWWWWWWS 


BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 
Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 

USDIOOO/month up 

Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call us at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 

64055786 


this newspaper's perennial legal adviser:Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 , real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2, foreign cases, maritime, finance, bond, important and difficult afifairs; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4, notarizations; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6, providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages 0 

TEL:86- 10-8352 12 18 FAX:86-10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail:jt@venus-law.com 
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Beijingers prefer 
to watch the 
games live 

Although only 4% of 
those surveyed say they 
will definitely go to South 
Korea (and Japan, should 
China make it through 
to the second round), less 
than 40% say they have no 
plans to attend the World 
Cup at all. 

Nearly 49% say they 
would spend up to 30,000 
yuan to attend the cup, and 
10% say they may spend 
between 30,000 and 50,000 
yuan. 

Almost all the surveyed, 
regardless of age and sex, 
say they will definitely 
watch the World Cup on 
television. 

But around 45% say 
they will only watch games 


Will Beijingers go to South 
Korea and Japan to cheer for 
the Chinese team in the com- 
ing World Cup? If so, how 
much are they prepared to 
spend? Who is the most pop- 
ular Chinese player? What 
do Beijingers expect from the 
national team? Who is favor- 
ite to win? 


tie “most attractive player” 
hands-down, with slightly 
over 25% of the vote, fol- 
lowed by Hao Haidong 
(14%), Fan Zhiyi (11%) and 
Sun Jihai (9%). 

However, most respon- 
dents emphasize technique 
and capability of the play- 
ers in selecting the Chinese 
stars in the World Cup. 



the top 16. 

However, nearly 46% in- 
sist that regardless of the 
result, he should continue 
to coach the team. 

Even losing they 
are still heroes 

40% of the surveyed ex- 
press confidence that the 
Chinese team will make it 
through to the top 16. 12% 
are optimistic that they 
will make it to the top eight 
or even further. 


Which Asian team will perform better at the World Cup? 




in which the Chinese team 
is playing, while less than 
10% say they will only 
watch games involving 
their favorite teams or the 
top world teams. 

Domestic league 
takes back seat 

Nearly 42% of those 
surveyed say they would 
not consider watching a 
domestic league match on 
television, even if they 
have the time, while al- 
most 60% will consider 
looking at a domestic 
match if it does not con- 
flict with a cup match. 

Most of the games are to 
be played during the day. As 
there is only a one hour time 
difference, this means dur- 
ing working hours in China. 

However 13% say the 
World Cup is so important, 
they will try to avoid work 
in order to watch the im- 
portant matches. 

In contrast, 36% say 
they would take any oppor- 
tunity to watch the games 
while at work. 49% say 
work comes before watch- 
ing football and will only 
watch replays or games on 
weekends. 

Most popular 
players not 
equivalent to 
best performing 

Yang Chen wins the ti- 


Yang Chen, with a support 
rate of around 13%, ranks 
fourth among the men- 
tioned football players. 

Sun Jihai tops the vot- 
ing among Chinese foot- 
ball players in terms of 
talent, for his excellent per- 
formance during the league 
matches (around 19%), fol- 
lowed by Li Tie (15%), Hao 
Haidong (14%), Yang Chen 
(13%), Fan Zhiyi (10%), Qi 
Hong (5%) and Li Weifeng 
(2%). 

Meanwhile, nearly 50% 
of the surveyed believe that 
a “new” Pele and “new” 
Maradona will emerge at 
the World Cup. 

Chinese football 
in upper rank in 
Asia 

47% of the surveyed say 
the strongest Asian team 
is Japan, followed by South 
Korea (26%). The Chinese 
team is ranked first by a 
little over 11%. 

However almost all the 
surveyed agree that the 
level of men’s football in 
China is below the interna- 
tional standard. They give 
less than 2.5 out of 5 points 
on a world ranking but 
nearly four points for the 
Asian ranking. 

Few of the surveyed 
express disapproval with 
any aspects of the current 
arrangements for Chinese 
football players and their 
warm-up matches. 

More than 60% say they 
are satisfied with the fih*- 
rent arrangements, includ- 
ing 20% who are in total 
agreement. 

20% of the surveyed say 
head coach Bora Miluti- 
novic (or Milu as he is 
known in Chinese), need 
not be retained as coach 
if the Chinese team enters 


However 35% are pes- 
simistic about the Chinese 
team winning any of its 
matches. 

31% believe there is a 
possibility the Chinese 
team will defeat the Bra- 
zilians in the first round 
match. 

Meanwhile around 43% 
consider that it will be 
enough as long as the Chi- 
nese players devote them- 
selves to the games and 
show their true ability. 

35% suggest that the 
Chinese team should not 
be concerned with winning 
or losing the games; rath- 
er they should emphasize 
learning from the other 
teams and improving their 
skills. 

Furthermore, 12% say 
they are already satisfied 
with the Chinese team’s 
success in qualifying. “Be- 
ing able to compete in 
the World Cup is our big 


Brazil favorite to 
win 

27% of the surveyed pre- 
dict that Brazil will take 
the World Cup this time, 
followed by 17% each for 
France and Argentina. Less 
than 6% say the Italian 
team will win. 


Other teams considered 
to be in contention are Eng- 
land (4%), Germany and 
Spain (each at 3%) and Por- 
tugal (2%). Around 9% say 
the winner will be a dark 
horse. 

Meanwhile, the “Brazil- 
ian Samba” enjoys the wid- 
est appreciation among 
Beijingers at 35%, fol- 
lowed by 17% for the “Ar- 
gentinean Tango”, 13% for 
the “French Muskateer” 
and 12% for “Teutonic Ma- 
chine”. All these terms 
are well accepted as char- 
acteristics of these foot- 
ball teams among Chinese 
people. 

Domestic media 
covers a variety 
of football infor- 
mation 

Beijingers give the do- 
mestic media four out of 
five for football reporting 
based on the quantity and 
quality of coverage. 

Meanwhile, nearly 60% 
of the surveyed say they are 
certain that there will be a 
new style in World Cup cov- 
erage, such as interviews 

with former winners and 
live broadcasting of 
the training of the 
top world teams. 

1 1 

Football 
hooli- 
ganism 
remains a 
concern 

Over 52% of the sur- 
veyed say they are wor- 
ried that there will be 
trouble caused by football 
hooligans, although there 
is awareness that Britain 
is negotiating with Japan 
and South Korea and mak- 
ing efforts to ensure its 
reputation in this regard is 
bettered. 

Furthermore, 31% be- 
lieve that Chinese football 
fans share some similari- 
ties with football fans in 
other countries, including 
those hooligans. 22% say 
that Chinese football fans 
may be more likely to be 
called troublemakers. 

Meanwhile, nearly all 
the surveyed agree that 
hosting the World Cup will 
bring prosperity for local 
businesses. 

(The survey commissioned 
by Beijing Youth Daily and 
Datasea was conducted among 
205 Beijingers with an aver- 
age age of 37, including 69% 
male and 31% female.) 

(Su Wei) 
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Broadband 
Less Popular 

A survey conducted among people 
with internet connections at home 
in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou and 
Nanjing has revealed that less than 
5% use broadband. 

Among those having adopted 
broadband, the percentages in 
Guangzhou and Shanghai are high- 
er than in Nanjing and Beijing, each 
at slightly over 6% and 5% respec- 
tively. 

Although all the surveyed surf the 
Internet more than three times a 
week, they mainly use the net to send 
and receive Email, download infor- 
mation, chat or play online games. 

Few people said they trade stocks, 
request programs or shop online. 
Meanwhile, almost none of the sur- 
veyed use the Internet for distance 
education, intellectual community ser- 
vices or medical consultation. 

The survey also shows that less 
than 14% are considering use broad- 
band within the next two years. 
Shanghai residents are the most like- 
ly to install broadband, about 21% of 
the surveyed. 

Over 21% say the fees for broad- 
band are too high and 19% don’t think 
it necessary to surf the Internet at 
home. 

Chinese Oppose 
Human Cloning 

Recentlywww.horizonkey.com con- 
ducted a survey among 4,000 people 
in ten Chinese cities to find out peo- 
ple’s opinions on cloning, especially 
cloning humans. 

Nearly 75% say they know some- 
thing about the technique of cloning 
or have read relevant reports. 

The degree of familiarity is con- 
sistent with people’s education back- 
ground. Over 93% of the surveyed 
with university degree and above say 
they are familiar with the concept 
and have also discussed cloning with 
their friends. 

Among the almost 3,000 who know 
something about cloning, only 10% 
say they would be willing to be 
cloned. But over 82% of the surveyed 
totally opposed the cloning of hu- 
man beings. The remainder consider 
it may not be too bad to clone a hu- 
man being. 

Nearly half of the surveyed people 
say scientists should be supported 
to conduct research in cloning. Only 
37% of the surveyed are opposed to 
cloning in general. 

Variety of 
Interpretations 
of ‘Social Class’ 

China Economic Monitoring Cen- 
ter has conducted a survey among 
over 700 citizens in Beijing, Shang- 
hai and Guangzhou on their attitude 
to the division of society into differ- 
ent social classes. 

Over 78% of the surveyed admit 
there is a disparity among people in 
different social classes, but they be- 
lieve people should not emphasize 
the differences caused by their social 
status to maximize their individual 
benefit. 

However, nearly 22% highlight the 
negative effect of such divisions, and 
call on the government to solve the 
conflicts they see as inevitably aris- 
ing from such divisions. 

Meanwhile, 70% of the surveyed 
say they there is nothing wrong for 
people in different social classes to 
occupy different social resources such 
as social status and wealth. 

But 31% of the surveyed insist 
that people should have the right to 
occupy equal social resources. They 
believe a disparity in the division of 
social resources would endanger the 
basis of a socialist society. 

The survey also finds that nearly 
63% believe that wealth is the most 
effective resource in terms of divid- 
ing social classes, followed by 60% 
considering education and personal 
capability. 

In contrast slightly over 50% say 
the nature of employment is more 
important and think power is the 
embodiment of money and social sta- 
tus. 

However, 44% of the surveyed say 
personal trust should be the basis 
for dividing social classes. They point 
out that in the modern world espe- 
cially, more people have given em- 
phasis to social relationships and are 
concerned with their reputation. 
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Shenyang Crime 
Boss Executed 


A 40-year-old former People’s Con- 
gress delegate and high-flying 
businessman in Shenyang, Li- 
aoning Province, was executed last 
week. 

Liu Yong was once a high profile busi- 
ness tycoon in Shenyang boasting 700 
million yuan in assets, over 20 enter- 
prises and a staff of more than 3,000. 

In July 2000, he was arrested and 
charged with organizing a criminal gang 
and 32 other crimes committed over a 
four and a half year period that left one 
person dead and dozens injured. 

Last week, Liu and his 21 accom- 
plices were sentenced at the Tieling 
Intermediate People’s Court. Liu was 
sentenced to death on nine charges, in- 
cluding organizing and leading a crim- 
inal gang, illegal business operation, 
bribery, obstructing judicial investiga- 
tion and illegal possession of firearms. 

During the investi- 
gation of Liu’s case, a 
total of 52 people were 
implicated, as well as 
a number of corrupt 
bureaucrats. 

Illegal monopoly 
In 1995, Liu contract- 
ed to run the Zhonghua 
Shopping Mall in Taiyu- 
an Street by means of 
bribing the heads of the 
Heping District Labor 
Bureau in Shenyang. 

Liu and his gang 
subsequently expanded 
their business scope to 
establish a monopoly on 
sales of tobacco, gar- 
ments, food and bever- 
ages, entertainment and 
real estate, using illegal, 
often violent measures 
In October 1999, Liu 
was informed that a 
lessee named Wang 
Yongxue was selling 
Yunwushan and Xiang- 
shan cigarettes without 
Liu’s authorization. Liu 
instructed his men to 
give Wang a “good beat- 
ing,” which they did so 
vigorously that Wang 
died on the spot. People 
who gathered around 
were threatened to mind 
their own business. 

After that incident, other tobacco sell- 
ers in the shopping mall switched to 
other businesses, giving Liu a monopoly 
from which he profited tens of millions 
yuan. 

Taking on the law 

In June 1999, three officers from Lia- 
oning Technology Supervision Informa- 
tion Research Institute went to check on 
the Baijia supermarket run by Liu. 

The officers declared that the liquor and 
cosmetics on sale failed to reach regulated 
standards, and were subsequently attacked 
and pursued by Liu’s men. No further ac- 
tion has been taken on this case to date. 

According to investigations by 
Shenyang police, Liu employed more than 
50 thugs from 1995 to 2000, armed with 
guns and knives. A group led by Liu Yang’s 
brother Liu Jun, and a former sergeant 
of the Heping District police station also 
participated in Liu’s organization. 
Building a safety net 

With his economic power growing, 
Liu set about bribing key government 
officials to protect him. 

His three key protectors were Liu Shi, 
the former chief prosecutor of Shenyang 
People’s Procuratorate, Gao Mingxian, 
the former party secretary of Heping 
District Labor Bureau and Jiao Meigui, 


“During our 
investigation, all 
the victims were 
afraid to talk to 
the police,” said 
Meng Hui, an 
investigator from 
the Shenyang 
Public Security 
Bureau. 
“Many were so 
fearful of the pow- 
er wielded by Liu 
that they did not 
dare tell us what 
happened even 
after his arrest.” 


Liu Yong, the 
former 
Shenyang 
People's 
Congress 
delegate and 
leader of a 
criminal gang 
was arrested 
in July 2000 


former deputy president of the Shenyang 
Intermediate People’s Court. 

With such powerful backing, most of 
Liu’s crimes were conveniently ignored. 
On the occasions he did find himself in 
trouble, he was always able to quickly 
extricate himself with the help of his 
connections. 

“During our investigation, all the vic- 
tims were afraid to talk to the police,” 
said Meng Hui, an investigator from the 
Shenyang Public Security Bureau. “Many 
were so fearful of the power wielded by 
Liu that they did not dare tell us what 
happened even after his arrest.” 

How Liu became a People’s Con- 
gress delegate 

Liu contrived to be awarded numer- 
ous titles such as “model worker”, “award- 
winning poverty-relief individual” and 
“award-winning entrepreneur.” The most 
impressive of these was “People’s Congress 
delegate”, which Liu dis- 
played prominently on 
his business card. 

It was former party 
secretary of Heping Dis- 
trict Labor Bureau Gao 
Mingxian, who nominat- 
ed Liu as a People’s Con- 
gress delegate. 

In her recommenda- 
tion, Gao concealed an 
important fact, though 
she was well aware of 
it herself. In 1992, Liu 
had shot and injured a 
policeman, a crime for 
which he was later ar- 
rested and placed on a 
three-year probation. 

With the approval of 
her boss, Ling Dexiu, 
then Director of the Hep- 
ing District Labor Bu- 
reau, Gao skipped the 
normal discussion pro- 
cedure and officially rec- 
ommended Liu as a 
candidate. In return, 
Ling and Gao received 

100.000 yuan and 

110.000 yuan respec- 
tively from Liu. 

At the end of 1997, 
Liu became the 12th 
Shenyang People’s Con- 
gress delegate with 197 
votes in his favor at the 
Heping District People’s 
Congress. A total of 235 representatives 
participated in the vote. 

“Liu Yong’s profile looked great,” says 
Feng Youwei, a People’s Congress del- 
egate from Liaoning Province. “Nobody 
knew him and the candidates don’t meet 
with the representatives. He fooled the 
representatives.” 

Notorious behavior 

After securing his political position, 
Liu began to further expand his connec- 
tion base. 

In 1998, he paid US$20,000 to the 
secretary of Shenyang’s deputy-manag- 
ing mayor Ma Xiangdong. In return, Ma 
allocated 24,000 square meters of land 
to Liu in the Zhongjie Business Zone, 
worth 350 million yuan. 

Liu then set about demolishing the 
buildings on the land. “When it came 
to the former Zhongjie Pharmacy, Liu’s 
men broke in with knives and clubs, de- 
stroying articles and assaulting people. 
A total of four people were injured on 
site and others managed to escape,” said 
Hou Zhiqiao, a sergeant from Shenyang 
Public Security Bureau. 

This incident was widely publicized, 
however thanks to Liu’s network of pro- 
tectors, it was covered up, and remains 
officially “unsolved.” 

(By Xinhua/ Ivy Zhang) 
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Unlike the “mummies” and “dry corpses” found elsewhere, the body of Xinzhui excavated at Ma Wang Dui, 
Changsha, Hunan province, was as fresh as if it had just been buried 
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Xinzhui at 
the age of 18 



Elaborate clothing ofXin Zhui, the wife of a Western Han Dynasty 
prime minister excavated at Xinzhu’s tomb 


By Zhang Huan 

T his Sunday, Hunan Provincial Mu- 
seum will unveil a portrait made 
from a 2,200 year old corpse un- 
earthed at the Han Dynasty “Ma Wang 
Dui” tombs. 

The portrait, by Professor Zhao Chen- 
gwen of the China Criminal Police Col- 
lege, depicts Xin Zhui, the wife of Western 
Han Dynasty prime minister. 

Xin Zhui died in 186 BC at around the 
age of 50. Using X-rays and various foren- 
sic techniques, Professor Zhao has drawn 
three frontal portraits ofXin Zhui, depict- 
ing her facial features at the age of 18, 30 
and 50, and a profile view at the age of 
50. 

The portraits present Xin Zhui as a 
beauty. At the age of 18, she has rosy 
cheeks, thin eyebrows, big eyes and thin 
lips with a sense of in- 
telligence; at 30, she is 
a little more plump, her 
eyebrows stick up a lit- 
tle and her eyes suggest 
capability and rich ex- 
perience; at 50, Xin Zhui 
looks more elegant and 
poised, but unwell, with 
crow’s-feet and pouches 
under her eyes. 

It is the second time 
Professor Zhao has cre- 
ated a head portrait 
from an ancient corpse. 

The first was of an 
imperial concubine of 
the Ming Dynasty un- 
earthed in Nanchang, Jiangxi Province. 
He says the work of restoring Xin Zhui 
was more difficult, as she lived during a 
much earlier period. 

At the beginning of this year, the Hunan 
Provincial Museum planned to move the 
Ma Wang Dui exhibit to a new hall. 

Professor Zhao’s work in recreating a 
portrait of the Ming Dynasty concubine 
attracted the attention of the museum 
staff, and they asked him to create por- 
traits ofXin Zhui. 


Xinzhui at 
the age of 30 







Xinzhui at 
the age of 50 


Professor Zhao Chengwen of the 
China Criminal Police College, cre- 
ator of the Xin Zhui portraits 


Beauty 


In Zhao’s eyes, as long as the skull re- 
mains intact, the 2,000-year-old corpse is 
no different from one found in a criminal 
case. 

The first step is to scan Xin Zhui’s skull 
X-ray into a computer and then overlay 
four horizontal and five vertical lines to 
specify the position and size of the eyes, 
ears, nose and mouth, according to stan- 
dard art theory. 

After that, he inputs all the related in- 
formation into the Police Portrait Simu- 
lation System developed by Zhao himself, 
and finds matches for the various facial 
features. 

The final step is to complete the por- 
trait synthetically, applying both art and 
biological theory. 

As an expert in simulating head por- 
traits, Zhao developed the Police Portrait 
Simulation System combining his practi- 
cal experience with computer technology. 


The final portraits still 
await proof and test 

According to Zhao, the margin of error 
in his technique is within 10 percent. 
When making portraits from corpses in 
criminal cases, Zhao relies on the skull. 

However this time, he could only refer 
to an X-ray of the skull. According to Yi 
Weili, dean of the medical jurisprudence 
department of the China Criminal Police 
College, the portraits are lacking in the 
third dimension, though Zhao’s rich medi- 
cal knowledge could make up for this lack 
of information to some degree. 

Zhao also had to use some guesswork 
when determining the accessories and 
dress ofXin Zhui. 

Curator of Hunan Provincial Museum 
Chen Jianming said the museum would 
organize archaeologists 
and historians to make 
a survey of hair deco- 
rations and dressings of 
Xin Zhui after receiving 
a computer file of Zhao’s 
finished portraits. 

Sunday April 28, the 
day Hunan Provincial 
Museum will unveil the 
portraits of Xin Zhui at 
the 30th anniversary of 
the discovery. 
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Xinzhui at 
the age of 50 


Recreating the past by 
synthesizing various sci- 
ences 

The reference for Professor Zhao’s res- 
toration work is Xin Zhui’s skull X-ray, 
photographs taken when she was first un- 
earthed, paintings on silk from Ma Wang 
Dui and various historical documents. 


Backgrounder: 

Three imperial tombs 
of the Han Dynasty (202 
BC - AD 220) were 
discovered in the eastern suburbs of 
Changsha, capital of Hunan Province, 
when the local army was digging air-raid 
shelters in 1972. 

The “Ma Wang Dui” tombs belonged to 
Li Cang, a prime minister of Changsha 
kingdom in the Western Han Dynasty, his 
wife Xin Zhui and their son. 

The tomb belonging to Xin Zhui is 
the best preserved. When the casket was 
opened, the body was found to be intact, 
the skin still fine and smooth and the sub- 
cutaneous tissue still resilient. 

She was luxuriously dressed with 29 
hair decorations and 20 layers of elabo- 
rate clothing. 

More than 3,000 valuable relics were 
also discovered, including silk fabrics, 
paintings and books on silk, lacquer ware, 
pottery, musical instruments, weapons, 
food, medicinal herbs and perfumes. 

(Photos by Xinhua) 
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Profitability Looms 

For home of 

Beijing's Bohemian Bourgeoisie 


By Shi Xinyu 

• After nearly three yeas of steady 
growth, Starbucks Beijing is closing to 
making a profit. 

“That is the best proof of recognition 
in Beijing, the capital of a country where tea 
has been the drink of choice for thousands of 
years,” says David Sun, the American-born Chi- 
nese who acquired the north China licence for 
the US based cafe chain. 

Sun sits in the corner of an L-shaped open-plan 
office he shares with about 30 people. His space 
looks a little crowded, with a desk, a PC, two sofas 
and several chairs. “I enjoy working in an open at- 
mosphere,” says Sun, “and this place allows me to 
have the widest visual field in the office.” 

At present, Sun overseas 28 Starbucks in 
Beijing and Tianjin, with 10 new stores open- 
ing every year. “The current pace is satisfactory; 
fast-paced, but not rushed,” he says. 



In 1984, the first McDonalds opened on East 
Minsheng Road, Taipei, to an exceptionally en- 
thusiastic reception. Hundreds of people queued 
outside the restaurant, patiently waiting for a 
seat. In the following several years McDonalds 
boomed, with over 70 restaurants opening all 
over the island. 






The idlest one in 
the office 


Sun has no personal secretary. He 
writes his own memos on a large calendar, which occupies 
the center of his desk, and arranges all his appointments 
and meetings himself. “All my working partners are so ex- 
cellent that they make me the idlest one in the office,” says 
Sun with a smile of satisfaction, “so if someone came to 
work as my personal secretary, he or she would be bored to 
death within a few days.” 

Sun’s secret of management is to distribute power to 
the front and give employees at all levels solid training to 
ensure they are qualified to represent the company. Every 
week, he visits one or two stores, prepared to solve any dif- 
ficulties that may have arisen on site. But till now, he says, 
he has not had the chance to offer any help. 

Sun describes his company as a smoothly running auto- 
matic machine. He attributes this smooth running to the 
perfect application of the principle: one cup at a time, one 
customer at a time. 

Sun clearly knows coffee will never replace tea in Chi- 
na. He himself is a good example. There are always two 
cups on his desk, the one with a cover is for tea and the 
one without is for coffee. Usually he consumes two or three 
cups of coffee a day, taking it as the alternative to tea. And 
that is the idea of Starbucks. He insists that his business 
is a service company serving coffee, rather than a coffee 
company providing service; a third place after home and 
the office where people can relax. This, he believes, is the 
key to the success of the Starbucks chain. 
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From Golden Arches 
to Green Mermaid 


Before launching the Starbucks franchise in 
Beijing, Sun had experience in a number of such businesses 
around the world. Opening the first McDonalds in Taiwan is 
no doubt the most significant of these. 

In the early 1980s, Sun was working in the US as a 
computer programmer. A visit to McDonalds’ headquar- 
ters with a friend changed his life. After a series of inter- 
views, Sun was granted the rights to open the McDonalds’ 
franchise in Taiwan. However at that time, the local gov- 
ernment had strict regulations governing overseas invest- 
ed businesses and they refused Sun’s first application in 
1981 on the grounds that “we have enough restaurants.” 

“Over the following three years, my friends and I went 
about lobbying various officials,” Sun recalls. “Finally, they 
decided that our restaurant could stimulate farmers’ en- 
thusiasm to plant tomatoes and vegetables and could cre- 
ate new employment opportunities.” 


★ "Everyone has a choice in 
the morning, to be in a good 
mood or a bad mood. I always 
choose to be in a good mood." 

★ "Many years ago, I learnt 
that you must hire people who 
are more talented and more ca- 
pable than you. Then you will 
be deemed as the most talented 
and the most capable by oth- 
ers . " 

★ "Having run fast food chain 
stores for more than twenty 
years, the saddest thing for me 
is that I could never be pro- 
moted ! " 

★ "People in Beijing possess 
a high sense of self-esteem, 
are fashion conscious and at- 
tentive to current events . As 
a place where people can see 
and can be seen, Starbucks 
draws the trendy and fashion- 
able crowd; in turn drawing 
others to emulate . " 

— Quotes from David Sun 


“I have competitors 
but no enemies” 

Sun’s shirts could never be mistak- 
enly taken to belong to someone else, not only 
because they all have his family name embroi- 
dered in bright colors, but also because the em- 
broidered characters all lie at belly height; to the 
left of the fifth button from the neck. Sun says 
this is a habit he has stuck to since he was in his 
twenties. 

“Most people take the mark as a stain at first 
sight, but some curious ones give it a second 
glance, then they find it is not so simple,” Sun 
smiles. “If they want to make sure of what it is, 
they have to lower their head and some taller 
guys even need to stoop down before me. Then I would say, 
‘Hey, why are you bowing to me?”’ Sun says he has made 
many friends from this little game. 

As a businessman, Sun says his biggest success is to 
have lot of friends, “In business, I have competitors, but 
in private, I dare to say I have no enemies.” Many of 
Sun’s former colleagues in Taiwan McDonalds now are in- 
volved in fast-food chain stores in the Chinese mainland. 
So when he is traveling around across China in his spare 
time, he often goes to the local McDonalds or KFC when 
he feels lonely. “I will ask the waiter who is their local 
head and mostly I will get an old pal’s name,” Sun says, 
“Then I will call that guy and spend a few happy hours 
chatting.” 




Taking retirement in 
installations 



On the wall of Sun’s office hang several photos 
of his family. The most remarkable is a picture of his wife 
taken when she was in her twenties, a typical oriental 
beauty. The couple met in the United States and married 
seven years later. Once when they were talking about the 
funny things of their childhood, they discovered that they 
had grown up in the same street, during almost the same 
period in Hong Kong. 

Sun’s wife and daughter live with him in Beijing, and 
their two sons are in America. According to Sun, his wife 
often accuses him of spoiling the kids. “I just want to give 
them the right to make decisions for their own life,” he 
explains. Sun’s 15-year-old daughter came to Beijing last 
August, and there is an agreement between her and her fa- 
ther that if she cannot adjust to life in Beijing in one year’s 
time, she can go back to America. “She still feels somewhat 
lonely here and has made up her mind to return.” Sun says 
with a regret for her coming departure, “So in this com- 
ing May Day holiday, my wife and I will cancel our original 
plan to go to Barcelona and accompany her to Thailand in- 
stead.” 

Having been in the workforce for thirty years, 55-year- 
old Sun says he has practiced his idea of taking retirement 
in “installations”. “I spend some two or three months trav- 
eling whenever I can manage, or at least several hours qui- 
etly reading.” 

“My attitude towards things is to be positive and opti- 
mistic all the time,” he says, “together with the sense of 
responsibility and the experience, that is the foundation of 
my life.” 
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<- Wang Xizhi’ s 
Lanting Jixu 
(3 53 AD). The best 
known example of 
running script, the 
original was en- 
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Tang Dynasty. 
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By Miao Yajie 

R eading art history or contemplating works 
of art can be both edifying and downright 
amusing. Not only because of the ideas con- 
veyed by the pieces themselves, but also through the 
personalities of the artists. This holds equally true 
for the art of calligraphy; strange stories and anec- 
dotes about luminaries of this ancient discipline are 
as numerous as seashells on a beach. Some have been 
retold for generations and have been familiar to many 
since childhood. Anecdotes about the unconventional 
and uninhibited behavior of Eastern Jin Dynasty cal- 
ligrapher Wang Xizhi (321-379), known as ‘Calligra- 
phy Saint’, and Tang Dynasty (618-907) calligraphers 
Zhang Xu and Huai Su known as ‘Crazy Zhang 
and Drunken Su’, continue to entertain people today. 
Wang Xizhi shocked his future father-in-law by expos- 
ing his belly when a emissary came to select a son-in- 
law among the Wang brothers. When Zhang Xu was 
drunk, he liked to dip a handful of his long hair in ink 
and use it as a writing brush. 

However, even Wang Xizhi and Zhang Xu would 
likely be surprised by a requirement for gallery-goers 
to have their blood pressure measured after appreci- 
ating their calligraphy works. 

Three trends 

An exhibition named Are you going to the calligra- 
phy exhibition and to have your blood pressure mea- 
sured ? by a group of young artists led by 32-year-old 
Zheng Guogu from Guangdong Province is to open in 
a Shanghai gallery this May. The group has attracted 
attention both within and outside calligraphy circles. 
They employ traditional brush, ink and Xuan paper, 
and mount their works on scrolls. But nothing else 
about their approach is conventional. After looking at 
the exhibition, viewers will have their blood pressure 
measured in the exhibition hall, in order to ascertain 
their physical and psychological reaction towards the 
exhibits. 

This exhibition represents one of three current 
trends in the 2000-year-old brush art. The modern 
trend absorbs most of its concepts from western mod- 
ern art, with an emphasis on the visual impact on the 
viewer, and depends little on traditional Chinese cal- 
ligraphy technique and philosophy. 

In contrast with the up-coming avant-garde show 
in Shanghai, an on-going exhibition at Beijing’s Na- 
tional Museum of Chinese History represents another 
current calligraphy trend, which aims simply to pre- 
serve the essence of the art achieved by the ancient 
great masters. These works are by some of the most 
important names in modern Chinese art and literary 
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Couplet by Wu Changshuo (1844-1927), one of the most re- 
nowned engravers and calligraphers of the last 100 years. 

history. They are in the style of small seal scripts, 
Han Dynasty tablet scripts, bronze object inscriptions, 
oracle-bone inscriptions, inscriptions on wooden or 
bamboo slips, and regular, running and cursive style 
scripts. 

Between the traditional and the modern, there is a 
third group hoping to find its own way in this abstract 
and sublime art. Practitioners have made consistent 
efforts to grasp the basic rules of the art, and are try- 
ing to revamp the art form based on tradition. No par- 
ticular names stand out of the crowd so far in the past 
fifty years. 

Traditional philosophy behind calligraphy 

To start with the origin, the simplest and most di- 


rect definition of calligraphy, or “shufa” in Chinese, 
might be a method of writing, typically with brush, 
ink and Xuan paper. 

A good calligraphy work essentially needs to be good 
in the following five elements: the starting stroke, the 
ending stroke, turning point of a stroke, the structure 
of a character, and the planning of the composition as a 
whole. Whether the straight lines are strong and clear, 
whether there is variance in each character or in the 
amount of ink on the brush, whether there is a natural 
balance in both the characters and the composition as a 
whole, whether there is a rhythm in the whole work, all 
contributes to the beauty of a work. 

According to an ancient Chinese saying, ‘One’s cal- 
ligraphy is oneself.’ No other art form can reflect one’s 
cultivation and understanding of traditional philoso- 
phy, aesthetics and culture as well as calligraphy. 

“Based on the traditional culture, the innovation of 
calligraphy is unlimited,” says Wu Hong’en, research- 
er and calligrapher at the Research Institute of Tra- 
ditional Chinese Painting. The key point is based on 
the tradition. Aiming at the avant-garde trend, which 
is making the loudest noise in the calligraphy circle, Wu 
suggested that calligraphy does need new input in the 

new era, from different 
art forms, different coun- 
tries and different na- 
tionalities. However any 
exploration without a ba- 
sic knowledge of tradi- 
tional aesthetics, Chinese 
culture, philosophy and 
painting will not help the 
healthy development of 
the ancient art. 


Exhibitions: 

Calligraphy through the 
May Fourth period 

Where: National Muse- 
um of Chinese History, 
Beijing 

When: till May 15 

Are you going to the cal- 
ligraphy exhibition and to 
have your blood pressure 
measured ? 

Where: ShanghART 
Warehouse, Shanghai 
When: May 16-25 



Anonymous 
Buyer Sets 
Auction Record 



Calligraphy by Zheng Guogu 
(provided by ShanghART 
Warehouse) 


Crowds of art lovers came for a 
glimpse o/Bird Sketch, which was 
kept under the tightest of security dur- 
ing the auction preview. 

By Li Lili 

A hand scroll by a Song Dy- 
nasty emperor has set a new re- 
cord for an artwork auctioned in 
China. Bird Sketch by Emperor 
Huizong (1082-1135) was bought 
by an anonymous buyer for 25.3 
million yuan Tuesday at an auc- 
tion by China Guardian at the 
Kunlun Hotel, Beijing. Bidding 
started at 7.8 million yuan, but 
quickly surpassed the 10 million 
yuan estimate. 

There are 19 known paintings 
in existence by Emperor Huizong. 
Bird Sketch , 521.5 cm long and 
27.5cm in height, was displayed to 
the public in a glass case under 
tight security guard prior to the 
auction. 

In 1995, Ten Odes , a painting 
and calligraphy work by Song poet 
Zhang Xian set the previous auc- 
tion record in China when it was 
purchased by the Palace Museum 
at an auction by Hanhai for 19.8 
million yuan. 


Beijing’s Oldest 
Temple Under 
Renovation 

By Zhang Ran 

Beijing’s old- 
est temple is 
undergoing a ren- 
ovation. Tianning 
Temple was orig- 
inally built in the 
year 471. During 
the Liao Dynasty 
(916-1125), a 
13-story pagoda 
for Buddhist rel- 
ics was built at 
the rear of the temple. This is the 
oldest remaining structure of the 
complex. 

The pagoda itself was reno- 
vated in 1991. The gate and en- 
trance hall, which are still in a 
poor state of repair, will be re- 
stored in the current renovation. 



TEL: 68997124 68311626 



pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great WalTj 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. ^ 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". ^ 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 
Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 
Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 
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The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 

!lWl¥a: 6:00 - 8:30, 
30 71/^,400 7C/fl,1000 7U/?lt. 
68499696 



KM 

The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take b us no, 811 or Te 6 and get off at Ren ming Daxue stop. 
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Sunrise, a steel coral reef creates the im- 
pression of a rising sun illuminating the 
environment around it 

Sculpture by Pan Yiqun 



culptors Tackle 
nvironmental 



rotection 


Sculpture Exhibition appeals to 
social consciousness 




Bird-man, a monster of myth- 
ical appearance foretells a di- 
saster of nature 

Sculpture by Liu Baocheng 


orty-one sculptors have combined 
their talents for an exhibition 
to promote environmental protec- 
tion at the Beijing Aquarium. 

The exhibition, titled Blue 
Space, is the first sculpture ex- 
hibition in China focusing on 
ecological conservation. “It is an 
environmental sculpture exhibi- 
tion using aquatic creatures as a 
symbol of ecological balance,” says 
Luo Min, director of Baixue Fine 
Arts Association (BFAA), one of 
the oldest fine arts societies in 
Beijing and the exhibition’s spon- 
sor. 

“We have been planning to or- 
ganize an exhibition about envi- 
ronmental protection since last 
summer, and we finally chose 
the Beijing Aquarium as our part- 
ner because it’s the best place in 
Beijing to present such an exhibi- 
tion,” says Luo. Invitations were 
sent out to sculptors to participate 
in the exhibition last December, 
and 80 artists volunteered to join 
in. By early this month, 41 artists 
had finished their creations. 

The artists use marine ani- 
mals as a theme to convey the 
dangers of destroying the ecolog- 
ical balance and the extinction of 
animals that results. “We wish to 
remind people of the fact that we 
should protect the environment 
of the earth, and that the rela- 
tionships between mankind and 
nature should be harmonious,” 
says Luo. 

French sculptor Annie Baggen- 
stoss, who teaches at Beijing’s 
Shunyi International Art School, 
has created a work named Life by 
the Seaside. “It’s like a dream,” she 
says. “Life by the seaside means 
peace and relaxation for me. I 
lived by the seaside in France 
when I was young and that was 
my inspiration.” 

Some of the artists used scrap 



Photos by Zhuang Jian 


Life by the Seaside, evokes 
dreams about relaxation and 
peace of life by the sea 
Sculpture by Annie Baggenstoss 


materials to emphasize their thoughts 
on environmental protection. Qi Jian, 
a 23-year-old sculptor and member of 
the BFAA, created a beautiful plastic 
fish using pieces of old door curtain. 

Most of the 41 participant artists 
are young Chinese sculptors and art 
students from academies of fine arts. 
Four of them are foreigners, from the 
US, Britain, France and Nepal. 

During the course of the exhibition, 
seminars on ecological balance and en- 
vironmental protection will be held, 
and art discussions about environ- 
mental sculpture are also scheduled. 
An exhibition of children’s paintings 
and a photography exhibition will be 
staged in conjunction with the sculp- 
ture exhibition. 

Where: Beijing Aquarium, No. 18B 
Gaoliangqiao Xiejie, Haidian District 

When: April 28 -July 5, 2002 




Horse 

as Metaphor 
for Life 



Profundity (2001-2002) by Cao Li 


By Zhang Huan 

Using images of horses to de- 
pict human feelings is the sig- 
nificant feature in Cao Li’s solo 
exhibition, “Cao’s Horse Family”, 
which ended Wednesday at the 
Beijing International Arts Gal- 
lery. 

“I paint varied horses, yet I 
express human emotions,” says 
Cao, who is also vice-dean of 
the Mural Painting Department 
of the Central Academy of Fine 
Arts. 

“Horses represent myself. 
When I paint a horse with other 
objects, it’s me with other objects,” 
says Cao, who was born in the 
year of horse. In his paintings, 
horses are like humans, some slim 
and graceful, some simple and 
vigorous, some warm and honest, 
and others cool and noble. 

To make his horse paintings 
more accessible, Cao has adopted 
some original ideas in present- 
ing this exhibition. He has ar- 
ranged his most recent 55 horse 
paintings into ten groups, with 
the number of paintings in each 
group increasing progressively: 
one in the first group, two in the 
second group and so on until the 
tenth group, in which there are 
ten paintings. 

He has also titled the pictures 
according to a traditional drink- 
ing game. Cao believes the words 
summarize people’s good wishes 
for their life and represent Chi- 
nese folk customs, thus making 
his paintings more interesting 
and more close to people lives. “I 
hope my works are like pastoral 
poetry, showing imagination. My 
works are not a copy of life, but 
the refinement of life. Like mak- 
ing wine from grapes, the grapes 
are life and the wine is my paint- 
ings which are more strong and 
more intoxicating than life it- 
self.” 
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Wish we were honest and faithful. Meiao man seeking for greater perfection gives you delightfully fresh 
living space. 

Professional import facilities with excellent kit, high quality service staffs with high level and 
standardization. 

House keeping: 

Cleaning defecating sterilzing for new residence. 

Floor maintaining, face-lifting polishing in kitchen and toilet. 

Commercial preserves: 

Serrice for offices, hotels, business buildings, hospitals communities, super markets, etc. 

Carpet cleaning: 

Cleaning and mainteance for all kinds of carpet. 
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Future of Pop Music is in Beijing 
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By Zhu Lin 

P op music heavyweight Lo 
Tayu is making Beijing his 
career base after twenty- 
eight years as a songwriter. “I 
used to compose purely out of 
my own impulse, but now it’s time 
to contribute to the whole music 
industry,” says Lo. 

LoTayu’s Music Factory is his 
own production house and has 
been an influential brand in Chi- 
nese pop music circles. “There 
are three major problems affect- 
ing today’s pop music world,” Lo 
points out, “Too much ‘perfor- 
mance’ with too little ‘real thing’; 
too much technology with no effi- 
ciency; too much attitude with no 
harmony.” 

Targeting those problems, the 
Beijing branch of the Music Fac- 
tory, which opened on April 21, 
is not only a boon to the market 
of pop music in Beijing, but also 
a symbol of Lo’s transformation 
from a songwriter to a music busi- 
ness player. 

Lo established his first Music 
Factory in Hong Kong in 1990, 
from which he launched many of 
his best-known CDs. In 1992, he 
set up a Music Factory branch 
in Taiwan. Now he has estab- 
lished a new branch in Beijing. 
Besides launching CDs, Lo and 
his colleagues plan to explore 
more music resources in Beijing, 
discovering new talents and ar- 
ranging ancient Chinese musical 
materials. 

Lo says Beijing is an appropri- 
ate place in which to create. “I can 
feel Beijing is changing all the 
time, as if the ground of Beijing 
is shaking,” he says. “I promise, 
Beijing will be the center of pop 
music in China by the end of the 
next year!” 

‘Uhn... Hoops.. .The. ..Yeah...,’ 
Lo’s first CD was released in 1 982. 
Very few songwriters can influ- 
ence a generation’s life style as 
Lo Tayu has done. “Music is the 
art of time,” he says. 

Photo by Luker 


W ith more than 
80 kinds of 
products 

bearing his name, fash- 
ion guru Pierre Cardin 
has recently extended 
his creative scope to 


Pierre Cardin on Love, 
Music and Fashion 



opera. His musical ad- 
aptation of the opera 
‘Tristan and Isolde’ 
shown at Beijing’s Poly 
Theatre on this Tues- 
day and Wednesday 
At the invitation of 
Beijing Youth Daily’s 
ynet.com, Cardin chat- 


ted online with Chi- 
nese cyber friends 
earlier this week 
about himself and 
fashion. “It’s my 
first time to chat 
through the Inter- 
net like this, so it’s 
an unforgettable ex- 
perience, “ he said. 

I’m confident in 
China 

Q: When you first 
invested in China, 
weren’t you worried 
about the risk in in- 
vestment? 

A: I was confi- 
dent in myself. I 
was confident in 
China and Chinese 
people. 

Q: What do you 
think of the fashion 
trend in China? 

A: Chinese fash- 
ion design has been 
very international- 
ized. I think fashion 
can’t stay within 
any country. What 
is more important 
should be interna- 
tional fashion. 



Love is the most 
beautiful reason 
for life 

Q: How did you 
make up your mind to 
stage ‘Tristan and Isol- 
de’? 

A: I could have been 


a very good stage 
actor, instead of a 
designer if it hadn’t 
been for the war. 

I’ve always wanted 
to make the story a 
musical. 

Q: What are your 
thoughts about 
love? 

A: Love is the 
most beautiful rea- 
son for life. 

Work is the big- 
gest reason for 
me to keep living 

Q: How is the 
fashion color deter- 
mined every year? 

A: Fashion is a 
repeating course of 
weeding through 
the old to bring 
forth the new. This 
year the fashion col- 
or might be white, 
and the next year 
might change to 
red. The procedure 
is repeated again 
and again, it contin- 
ues forever. 

Q: Why do you 
work so hard at 



your age? 

A: Because work is 
my joy. I’ll work till 
the last day of my life. 
Work is the biggest 
reason for me to keep 
living. 

Translated by Zh Lin 


Folk Songs Touch Hearts 


By Zhang Huan 

Amateur performers and a strong 
local flavor proved a winning combina- 
tion at a folk arts concert at the Forbid- 
den City Concert Hall this week. The 
concert featured folksongs and dance 
of Zuoquan County, Shanxi Province. 

Most of the performers get togeth- 
er only when they are giving a show. 
Shi Zhanming, whose solo drew the 
most enthusiastic applause, is actu- 
ally a shepherd in Zuoquan when he 
is not performing in a concert hall. 


Dressed in a sleeveless fur jacket with 
a towel tied around his head and a long 
whip in one hand, Shi’s singing brought 
the house down. “The songs are just 
what I sing when tending sheep,” Shi 
said afterwards. “When there’s a show, 
they send a car to pick me up.” 

Sixty-three year old Zhao Lanying 
is the oldest in the ensemble. “It’s my 
first time to come to a real concert to 
sing. I am a little afraid,” she said. Her 
fears proved groundless, as many in 


the audience originally from Shanxi 
regarded her songs as the most typi- 
cal of Zuoquan. 

“The more unrefined, the better, 
since it shows the regional custom and 
culture,” commented audience-mem- 
ber Zhou Jian after Monday night’s 
show. For Li Aihua, a Beijing resident 
originally from Shanxi, the concert 
was a real reminder of home. “It has 
been a long time since I heard such 
pure Shanxi folk songs,” she said. 


TEL: 68997124 68311626 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 b m 3 m 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 

6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 


2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

Tel:6712.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 

Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts; chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet, crunchy and soft dishes.Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La, which means Spicy Thai Restaurant, verbally; 
and Very Good Smell, phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB 1 8 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive.A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel:6591.7726 Fax:6591.7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

mt, 8 

m 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 - 2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



New French Restaurant Now Open! 






ift rt SP liiTLLS ra N 1T^’’ N# H . 

Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
Open: 11:00-24:00 Daily 

ifttit:® m e Bus® pa R®Dus®dtn— « 

Address:North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone:6508-91 00 


ROLAND GARROS 

RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 
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BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 00 kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(01 0)68843388-71 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(100 meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

%i£:(0 1 0)68843388-7 1 8/620 (# F*3 'MW 
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Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

§f£$i 5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 


140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
140 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 
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Night of Beijing Restaurant 

Special offer of seafood as well as many other dishes and salads: shrimp: 

RMB38; lobster / clam: RMB98 

Pleasant ambience and sufficient parking space. 

Address: 1 Dayabao Alley, Dongcheng District 
Tel: 65272672, 65272704 ext 8865 

mm 
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Yunnan Offers 


Unspoilt 

Shangri-La 

By Yan Qing 

I first learned the word “Shangri-La” as a hotel 
chain name. I didn’t know what it means, but I liked 
the pronunciation, both in English and Chinese. Later 
on, my friend told me Shangri-La was a mysterious 
place mentioned in James Hilton’s 1933 bestseller 
“Lost Horizon”. 

Shangri-La is a land of peace, away from the tur- 
moil of the world. Nobody really knows the location 
of Shangri-La, but the novel hints somewhere around 
Tibet. 

My friends and I flew from Beijing to Kunming, 
capital of Yunnan at the end of 2001 . I skipped the 
“City of Spring” and proceeded directly to the ancient 
capital of Dali. 

Dali old town is a perfect place to run away and 
get lost. The town sits between Mount Cang & Lake 
Erhai. Dali & Yangshuo have become gathering plac- 
es for foreign backpackers in China, but Lijiang is the 
best. The United Nations placed Lijiang Old Town on 
its World Heritage Site list. Lijiang is a delightful maze 
of cobbled streets and ancient canals. 

The nearby Tiger Leaping Gorge is the deepest in 
the world. The altitude drops about 12,800 feet. The 
gorge was so narrow at the Tiger Leaping Stone that 
the river roared from the depths below. People could 
hardly hear each other over the tumult. 

We also went to the First Bend of the Yangtze. 
Over there, the river takes a dramatic turn, and in- 
stead of heading south to Vietnam, it heads east. 
From there, it shaped Chinese culture and changed 
the world. 

After Tiger Leaping Gorge, we headed all the way 
to Zhongdian. Zhongdian is about 120 miles north- 
west of Lijiang. Zhongdian has the most important 
Tibetan lamasery in southwest China, Songzanlinsi, 
and it’s surrounded by beautiful meadows of azaleas. 
After pictures, we headed to Deqin. 

The road to Deqin is the worst I have ever come 
across, and it is dangerous too. Many times I was so 
scared I was not sure if I would ever make it home. 
People not used to high altitude may experience 
mountain sickness. Cars also experience mountain 
sickness. At such high altitude, the gas cannot bum 
completely. We had to slow down climbing the moun- 
tain. 

However, all the hardship paid off. About 80 miles 
from Zhongdian sits Mount Baimang. The entire 
mountain is covered with blooming flowers. There 
is a meadow near the top of the mountain, and hors- 
es and cows wander around. Blue sky, white cloud, 
snow peaks, large meadows, animals and flowers: a 
perfect picture. I wish I could live there forever. 

We spent a few hours at Mount Baimang, and 
headed to our destination, the sacred Meili Snow 
Mountain. The mountain is one of the most beautiful 
snow peaks in China. At 6,740 meters (22,113 feet) 
high, Meli Snow Mountain is Yunnan’s highest and 
most challenging. The Kagebo peak has never been 
climbed, and buried many mountaineers. Locals be- 
lieve those mountaineers have made the spirit of the 
“virgin peak” angry. 

When I first saw the mountain, I was overwhelmed. 
Even though Kagebo was behind the clouds as al- 
ways, I felt the power of its beauty. Mingyong Glacier, 
the lowest in China, looked like a waterfall pouring 
from heaven. 

The next morning we woke up early, and went to 
another viewing spot to see the Kagebo. We saw al- 
most the entire Kagebo peak. I cannot find any word 
to describe my feelings. The entire pyramid-shaped 
peak was covered with snow, and it wears a beauti- 
ful golden dress under the morning sunshine. As the 
sun rises higher, the peak turned whiter and purer. I 
was so anxious and greedy to see the entire view of 
the mountain. However, clouds quickly covered the 
peak. 

We were indeed very lucky. All the Tibetans we 
met that morning told us so. Kagebo had not showed 
up for 38 consecutive days. As we watched the fog 
and cloud rise from the glacier and cover the peak, we 
turned our heads with satisfaction. 

Wow, stunned again. The sky was so clear, and 
we were surrounded by Meli and Baimang. Azaleas 
were all over the place. Not far from there, a beautiful 
Tibetan village and temple sit in the middle of farm- 
land. I was walking in a dream. This was my Shangri- 
La indeed. 

When we had to leave, I constantly turned my 
head back. Why can’t such beautiful moments in our 
lives last longer? We headed back to Lijiang in the af- 
ternoon and spent another 2 day in the old town. The 
ancient town features the Naxi people and the inter- 
esting Dongba culture and we easily burned another 
day. When it was time to leave for the airport, we all 
agreed we would return. This entire trip was unforget- 
table. 

On the one hand, I wish the trip could have been 
more comfortable. But on the other hand, sadly I real- 
ize only that kind of hardship prevents humans from 
destroying my Shangri-La. 


By Li Dan 

N ight fly from Beijing to 

Kunming. Choose a night 
flight as the ticket is 
cheaper. 

Itinerary I 

First day, Kunming (ILW 

Buy the bus ticket for tomorrow 
to Lijiang in the early morning. 

The 527-kilometer route will take 
eight hours. Ticket costs 151 
yuan a person. Ticket place: 
Kunming long-distance bus station 
or Panjiawan (Jt'fT/?) bus station. 

Then tour city during the day. If 
you have a bizarre yen to see those 
loveable dancing people, then head 
downtown for the Nationality Park. 
Gate ticket: 45 yuan/person. Take 
the bus 44. Four hours is more than 
enough. Then tiy some authentic 
“cross-the-bridge-noodles”. Nightlife 
in Kunming is colorful, with late 
night bars, cafes, teahouses and 
barbecue stands. 

Second day, Lijiang (If P) 

Take the 8am bus to Lijiang. 
Arrive in the old town by sunset 
8pm. Naxi people run small 
guesthouses in almost every street 
in town. Shabby, clean and 
comfortable enough, with a nice 
insight into Naxi daily life. Prices 
range from 20-30 yuan. Tianxia 
Diyiwan (AT % — $-$0 is 
targeted at foreigners. Also contact 
the International Youth Hotel at 
0888-5105403/5102345. Absolute 
must: a performance of the Naxi 
Orchestra. 

Third day, Lijiang 
Time is enough. There’s no need 
to hurry for Jade Dragon Snow 
Mountain (Yu Long Xue Shan 
AA/Sr ib). Lijiang Old Town is 
famous among foreign travelers. 
Why? Simple: it never disappoints. 
This must be the only major resort 
in China where tourism authority 
development has enhanced — not 
destroyed — the original splendor 
and innate beauty. The Naxi wooden 
buildings have actually been 
successfully preserved rather than 
“restored”. Stand on top of the Lion 
Hill and watch the town for hours. 
Or wander around the town to see 
Naxi women in traditional dress 
working hard to support the family. 
Sit in a comer eatery and try 
the local sweet meat-and-vegetable 
pancake snack, Lijiang Baba. 

During the day, visit the bustling 
market square and buy beautiful 
embroidery, or visit shops around 
town to obtain beautiful hand- 
carved Naxi wooden plates. In all, 
the cynical traveler is forced to 
conclude Lijiang is rare indeed: an 
authentic, fascinating and beautiful 
tourism resort. 

Fourth day, Jade Dragon Snow 
Mountain 

In the early morning at the 
Post and Communications Office 
Building, take bus 7 to Jade Dragon 
Snow Mountain. Bus ticket 10 yuan 
a person. The admission ticket to 
the snow mountain is 42 yuan a 
person. Yunshan Grassland costs 60 
yuan, glacier cable car 110 yuan. 
There are down jackets and oxygen 
packages for renting. Book a ticket 
to Lugu Lake the next morning. 
Ticket place: bus station of Hong 
Taiyang Square of old town. Price: 

54 yuan / person. 


Fifth day, Lugu Lake (#>T$I) 

Take bus 9am to Lugu Lake. 
Change bus in Ninglang (T 50 and 
get off at Lige Peninsula. Altogether 
8-10 hours. Arrive at the lake 
by sunset. Admission ticket 35 
yuan / person. Live in Mosuo 
Shanzhuang (#4Jtib/L) or Hu Xi 
Teahouse (M Attend the 

local Mosuo people’s campfire party. 

Sixth day, Lugu Lake 

Tour the lake by boat in the 
morning for 50 yuan a person. Walk 
along the lakeside northwards. 

Pass by Xiaoluoshui (T/TT) and 
Dujiacun (14 ) Village, which are 

of poetic charm. Book a return ticket 
to Lijiang. 

Seventh day, Back to Lijiang 

From Lugu Lake at dawn. Stay 
at the International Youth Hotel 
if you like. Book a ticket to leave 
Kunming the next morning. 


Itinerary II 

First day, Lijiang 

Arrive in the old town at dawn. 
Take a rest for the next day’s hiking 
through Tiger Leaping Gorge. Bring 
maps from bars or hotels. Better tell 
the driver in advance so he/she can 
come to pick you up the next early 
morning. 

Second day, Tiger Leaping 
Gorge (M0$O 

Take bus at about 7 :30 am. 

The bus brings you to the feny 
crossing at noon. Ten yuan for 
boat. Indicator boards in English 
reveal place names and time needs 
ahead. The first guesthouse is in 
Hetaoyuan Village # ). It’s 

25 kilometers and a visitor can 
arrive there before 4pm. Walk 
another three kilometers along the 
gorge to find Tina’s Guest House 
and spend the night here, or go 
on walking to HalfWay (another 
guesthouse, both priced at 10-15 
yuan). 

According to a legend, a tiger once 
jumped over the huge stone in the 
middle of the Yangtze River. It is a 
valley with fame only next to the 
Grand Bending Valley of the Brah- 
maputra. 

Third day, Tiger Leaping Gorge 

Two choices: 

1) Cross Jin Sha River via new 
ferry, then walk to Da Ju ( A-Jl) on 
foot. The scenery along this road 
was once described as the most 
beautiful in China and the world. 

2) Hike 2-3 hours to the old ferry, 
cross the Jin Sha River to Da Ju. 10 
yuan boat fee. 

Stay at the Snow Flake 
Guesthouse in Da Ju, and a tip: do 
not forget to read the guest book. 

Fourth day, Jade Dragon Snow 
Mountain 

Leave Da Ju in the early 
morning. Visit Yunshan Grasslands 
(A4TT), Hei Shui CEzKjand Bai 
Shui (4j zK) rivers, Gan Hai Zi (4b'# 
4b, and finally Jade Dragon Snow 
Mountain. There’s no need to buy 
a ticket as you are already at the 
mountain. See details in Itinerary I. 

Back to Lijiang at night and 
sleep. 

Fifth day, Lijiang 

Enjoy the old town with the 
most-est. 


Itinerary III 

First day 

Kunming to Lijiang during the 
daytime, eight hours by bus. 

Second day, Tiger Leaping 
Gorge 

To hike through Tiger 
Leaping Gorge takes time. Then 
arrive at Qiao Tou at 5pm, 
get a bus to Zhong Dian 
county ( + ©J ). Spend the 
night in Yong Sheng 
Guesthouse 
4%) for 50 yuan a 

day. Contact 


at 0887-8222448. It is said there is a 
hot spring bath there. 

Third day, Bitahai & 
Songzanlinsi 

Take bus to Bitahai Lake in the 
morning. Admission ticket 30 yuan 
a person. Riding horse 60 yuan a 
person. Visit Songzanlin Temple in 
the afternoon. Admission 10 yuan. 
Stay in Yong Sheng Guesthouse at 
night. 

Bitahai Lake is about 35 kms east 
of Zhongdian County. In Tibetan lan- 
guage, Bita is a place that is paved 
by oak trees like carpet. Surrounded 
by strong and thick walls and given 
a nickname for small Polata Palace, 
the Gedan Songzanlin Templs is 5 
km from Zhongdian County. 

Fourth day, De Qin (#44) 

Leave 7am for De Qin. Enjoy 
scenery of the Red Blood Valley 
of Jin Sha River along the way. 
Have dinner in Ben Zi Lan. 

Cross Baimang Snow Mountain 
(4j y£#ih) and live in De Qin. 

Fifth day, Meili Snow 
Mountain (#J£'lTib) 

Morning bus to Mount Melixue, 
passing by Mingyong Village ( T 
# ). The mountain is much more 
challenging than Jade Dragon Snow 
Mountain and is Yun Nan’s highest. 
Get back in the afternoon and spend 
night in De Qin. 

Meili Snow Mountain is a sacred 
place for the Tibetan Buddhism wor- 
shipers. Peak Kagebo ('bf#f4 l %) is 
the master peak of Meilie Mountain, 
6,740 meters above sea level, being 
the highest peak in Yunnan. 

Sixth day, Lijiang 

Morning, De Qin to Zhong Dian 
to Li Jiang. Arrive in old town 
at dawn. Shopping. Buy ticket to 
Kunming. 

Last Day 

Take a bus at 8:20am to 
Kunming. Arrive around 5:30 pm. 

Fly back to Beijing. 


Picture by Li Dan 

Photos from Diqing Shangri-La Pamphlet 


Note: May 5 - May 10, Shanggri-La Art Festival, 
Zhongdian and Deqin County. 


Spectacular Lijiang, Tiger Leaping Gorge 


and the official Shangri-La supply ideal 
spring holidays. 


v, JtK\ 






Photo byjacky 












14 


APRIL 26, 2002 


■ May Day Holiday Special 

SnrinnPLAN 


7Sf 


E-mail: jianrong@ynet.com 


HU I NG TODAY 


EDITOR: JIAN RONG DESIGNER: PANG LEI 



Liaoning Imperial History 
Entertains Modern Visitors 


Most guidebook histories of Li- 
aoning begin in the 11 th century 
when the Mongolians were in pow- 
er in North China. When the Man- 
chus, having defeated the Ming 
rulers, moved to Beijing in 1644, 
and established the Qing dynasty, 
Liaoning declined in importance. 
Targets for visit: Huludao, 

Shenyang, Benxi Water Cave, 
Qianshan, Fenghuangshan 
Route: Beijing - Huludao - 

Shenyang - Benxi - Anshan - Dan- 
dong 

Journey duration: 

seven days 


Dragons Roar 


By WangDandan 

Legend tells us that the billowy Yellow River (Huang He) and the Yangtzi River 
(Changjiang) are two giant dragons, acknowledged as the cradles of ancient Chinese civi- 
lizations. During this seven-day trip, mind you don’t step on the dragon’s tail. 

Targets for tour: Yungang Grottoes (Yungang Shiku), Hengshan, Wooden Pagoda, 
Wutaishan, Pingyao ancient city, and four courtyards. 

Route: Beijing - Badaling - Huailai (i'T^L) - Xuanhua ( 4ML) - Datong (★ 

[s] ) - Hengshan (i-i.J-0 - Yingxian (M-Mr) - Wutaishan (JL £ J-/) - Taiyuan (iUfc) - Pingyao 
(-f-ilL) - Qixian (# JL) - Taiyuan (iUfc) - Shijiazhuang (/6 - Beijing (4b^) 

Journey duration: seven days 

First day: Drive in the morning from Beijing down Badaling expressway, Jing- 
zhang expressway and Jingda expressway to arrive at Datong (about 300 kms). 
Three famous temples as Huayan Temple (Huayansi), Shanhua Temple (Shan- 
huasi) and Jueshan Temple (Jueshansi). Then stay overnight in Datong and 
leave for Yungang Grottoes the next day. 

Second day: Drive 16 kms west from Datong to Yungang Grottoes. Yungang 
Grottoes, more than 1,500 years after their execution, are masterpieces of 
Buddhist sculpture. Drive 61 kms to Hunyuan and stay there for the night. 

Third day: Drive 10 kms to Heng Shan, one of the five famous moun- 
tains in China. Drive 50 kms to Yingxian. Take a look at the wooden pa- 
goda, the highest and the oldest wooden structure today in China. It is a 
pity visitors are not allowed to walk up the pagoda due to preservation. 

Drive 80 kms to Wutai Shan. 

Fourth day: The whole day for this mountain won’t be a meaning- 
less visit. As one of China’s ancient Buddhist sites, the Five Terrace 
Mountain (Wutai Shan) is a quiet area that, despite recent tourist 
infiltration, still retains its Buddhist roots. 

Fifth day: Drive to Pingyao ancient city. Pingyao is the only city 
in China admitted to the World Heritage. Drive 250 kms to Jixian 
and 45kms further west from Jixian to the Hukou Waterfalls. 

Have dinner at one of the old restaurants. 

Or just forget Hukou Waterfalls as it takes a long time to 
go there and go back. Directly go to Qixian 
from Pingyao to look at the great mansions of 
Shanxi Province. 

Sixth day: Drive 260 kms back to Qixian either 
from Hukou Waterfalls or just 30 kms from Ping- 
yao. Through all Shanxi tours, four mansion are 
must-sees. 

Shanxi’s prosperity throughout history has 
left it many magnificent residential houses. One 
of the most famous is the Qiao Family Mansion 
in Qiaojiabu Village in Qixian County, 54 kilo- 
meters south of Taiyuan. Built in 1755 in the 
Qing Dynasty, the mansion occupies an area of 
0.872 hectares. There are many distinguished 
houses like the Qiao Family scattered across 
central Shanxi. For example, there is the San- 
duo Mansion that belonged to the Cao family in 
Beiguang Village of Taigu County, the Qu Family 
Mansion in Qixian, and the Wang Family Man- 
sion in Jingsheng Village, Lingshi County. 

Seventh day: A day of rest. This demanding 
tour is finished and drive back to Beijing down 
the Shitai and Jingshi expressways. 



First day: Drive to Huludao from 
Beijing along Jingshen expressway. 
Huludao enjoys beautiful sea sights. 
It is not polluted or packed with 
people. Living in the city is not ex- 
pensive, about 50 yuan per night. 
Second day: Drive to Shenyang, 
capital of Liaoning province. 
Shenyang, a heavy industrial city 
of northeastern China, is the origi- 
nal capital of China’s last feudal dy- 
nasty, the Qing dynasty. After the 
Qing troops conquered the Great 
Wall, the governor of Qing moved the 
capital from Shenyang to Beijing. 
The original imperial palace in 
Shenyang retained its name. North 
Tomb (Beiling) is the burial place of 
Huang Taiji. 

Third day: Fuling Tomb 

(Dongling) is situated in the east- 
ern suburbs of Shenyang, the impe- 
rial tomb of the first emperor and 
empress of Qing dynasty, Nurha- 
chi and his wife Yehenala. 

Fourth day: Drive to Benxi Water 
Cave. Coats can be rented for 10 
yuan. However, some scenery inside 
has been artificially rebuilt, losing 
some of its natural authenticity. 
Even so, it’s pretty cool. 

Fifth day: Drive to Anshan. 
Mount Qianshan mountain range 
is famous in north China and has 
999 mountains altogether. Thus it 
is also known as the “Thousand 



Shenyang Imperial Palace 


Lotus Flower Mountain Range”. 
Drive to Fenghuangshan, located 
in Dandong city, Liaoning prov- 
ince. Fenghuangshan is one of 
the most dangerous mountains in 
China. Visitors not good at climb- 
ing mountains are not suggested 
to go there. 

Sixth day: Drive to Dalian city. 
Seventh day: Drive back to 
Beijing. 

Tips: Try to see doctors in hospi- 
tals and don’t go to small private 
clinics if you fall sick. 



Walking beside Sea, Swim by Shandong 


Map Legend 


Liaoning route (top): l. Beijing (jb TfC), 2. 
Huludao ($\ ^ &]), 3. Shenyang (v^fcPS), 4. 
Benxi (^ : /A), 5. Anshan L), 6. Dan 
dong (^h &) 

Shandong route (right): l. Beijing (db^), 2. De 
zkou (f'fcrt), 3. Qufu ($7-4-), 4. Ri/hao ( EJ £#), 
5. Qingdao (i=f &j), 6. Weihai 7. Penglai 

8. Changdao (-fclxj) 

Shanxi route (left): 1. Beijing Gb^), 2. Yungang 
Shiku ($b pQ 7S M), 3. Ymglian (M-Mr), 4. Heng- 
shan ('fit ib), 5. Wufaislian (_5L o b), 6. Qixian 0|$ 
-Mr), 7. 1’ingvao 8. Hukou Waterfalls (d£ & 

3MD 


Photos by Wei Tong/ Zhao Shiyu 
Pictures hy Liu Yang 


As one of the birthplaces of Chinese civilization, 
Shandong is famous for its cultural relics and historic 
sites. However, this time, let’s reduce the relic quotient 
and rush to the seaside for the May Day tour. 

Targets for visit: Qufu, Zoucheng, Weishan lake, Ri- 
zhao, Weihai, Changdao, Penglai, alternative: Dalian 
Route: Beijing - Dezhou - Jining - Rizhao - Rushan - Wei- 
hai - Changdao - Penglai 
Journey duration: seven days 

First day: Drive 551 kms from Beijing to Dezhou down Jin- 
ghu expressway. Drive to Qufu from Dezhou through Dam- 
inghu and Tai’an city. If Tai Shan is also of interest, add 
one-two hours and prepare for sardine experience to climb 
the mountain. Better to visit out of peak tourism season. 

Qufu, hometown of Confucius, and Zoucheng, home- 
town of Mencius, Weishan Lake, Yishan Mountain in 
Zoucheng are all located near Jining city. 

Tips: It is better to rent a motor boat and sleep over- 
night by Weishan Lake. Some locals will probably sug- 
gest you not sleep by the lake. Just ignore them. Sleep 
in a sleeping bag on deck, and avoid the cabins. 

Third day: Drive west to Rizhao through Yimengshan. 

Historic Rizhao boasts beautiful scenery and an agree- 
able climate. The annual average temperature is 12.5 C. 

One-day tour: Rizhao seashore tour route: Visit the 
light tower scenic spot, the port, and No. 2 and No. 3 
bathing beaches. 

Fourth day: Drive to Qingdao and Weihai. Weihai is 
abundant in tourism resources. 

One-day tour route: After breakfast, tour Liugongdao 
Island, Jiawu War Museum and Jiawu Sea Battle Me- 
morial by ship. After lunch, travel around CCTV Weihai 


Movie & Television Town, International Bathing Beach, 
and Korean Clothing Town. 

Fifth day: Drive to Changdao and Penglai. Penglai has 
long been known to Chinese as “Fairyland”, the origin of 
powerful elixirs and the home of immortals. 

Take a taxi (5 yuan) to Penglai Harbor and go to 
Changdao by ferry (12 yuan). Arriving at Changdao, tax- 
is await. It takes about 300 yuan to rent a taxi for one- 
two days’ travel across the tourist scenery of Changdao. 
It is also suggested to catch a ship to Dalian from Chang- 
dao. This will take a few days. 

Alternative: Back from Penglai, stop a few hours at 
Fanggan. It is located in Laiwu city, well-known for its 
20 year efforts in turning barren and balding mountains 
into breathtaking landscape. To date, the village’s 3,500 
mu (233 hectares) of land is covered with more than 
three million trees and dotted with eight reservoirs, at- 
tracting some 200 species of birds. 

Seventh day: Drive back to Beijing 
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BEIJING PRE-MEDIA Advertising Co., Ltd. is the 
PRE^VEDIA exclusive advertising agency of the Business Ser- 
vice page of ((Beijing Today}). We will play the bridge 
on the cooperation between bussiness service com- 
pany of our country and foreign business. 
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Business surrogate relate to foreigner, enterprise 
registration, tax service, trademark, patent and 
copyright registration, etc. 
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Business training and cooperation 
International transport 

Technique and culture communication 
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International investigation and financing 
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commercial consultation, public relationship and 
surrogate 

Business meeting, off ice and business tour 
Office equipment 
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BEIJING TRADEMARK AGENCY 


TEL: 68083066 68081369 
FAX: 68081370 
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16th Floor Yue tan Tower 
No.2 Yue Tan North Street 
Xicheng District Beijing 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Huiyuan Apartments 

ready to rent 

With high, medium and economy 
standard. 

Broadband multi-media e-com- 
merce net service in each flat. 
Welcome your visit. 
Tel:64923528/64923529 
64992660/64910545 
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BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

i 7 107-109 s 

RM107-109, N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, N0.1,SANLIHELU,HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 
E|.i£: 68313388 $f 57107-57109 88371521 If M: 68342761 


Personal Information 


A man of 42, with 19 years 
working experiences in trade compan- 
ies in Hong Kong and Europe, fluent 
English and Cantonese, good com- 
puter skill, is now applying for jobs as 
Senior Business Manager and etc. 
Tel:6768501 6 
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AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 


Possess of certain marketing resourse, plan to invest exhibition, design & 
produce. Now looking for foreign capital to joint venture and cooperation. 
Aim 

♦Introducing advantage experiences and technologies from design 
and produce of overseas exhibitions. 

♦ Introducing trademark, administration and marketing promotion 
from overseas exhibitions vocation. 

♦ Introducing certain quantity capital to enlarge scale. 

Welcome to connect to us. 

Tel:13701378266 
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PI BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company 

RE 'MEDIA 

A well-known professioned company 
We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 
FAX:88552079 
MOBILE: 13601226884 
E-mail: pieere@sina.com 
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KEY FEATURES: 
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> 600 X 600 dpi for Input & Output 
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By Jiang Zhong 

First stop: Bao Feng Lake at Zhang Jia Jie 

Getting to Zhang Jia Jie : Plane CA1359/60 from 
Beijing to Zhang Jia Jie 5:40 pm every Tuesday, 

Thursday and Saturday). Taxi from airport to the city 
proper (10 yuan per person) 

Accommodation : Jin Hui (sfejEp) Hotel (0744-8223162), 
restroom with hot water. 110 yuan per person. 

Tour to Bao Feng Lake ($il]f ;#]) Park : 

Getting to Bao Feng Lake : Bus to Suoxi Valley (f^;j|il|§ 

45 minutes, 7 yuan per person). Then rent a three- wheel 
motorcycle (1 yuan per person) to the entrance to Bao 
Feng Lake Park. 

Admittance for Bao Feng Lake Park : 62 yuan 
Tips : Boat tour of Bao Feng Lake is strongly recommended 
(free, the boatman may ask you to show him your park 
ticket bought at the entrance). Songs of the Tu nation- 
ality will escort you through the boat tour. The Tu 
people anchor their boats along the banks of 
Bao Feng Lake. The Tu women always sing at 
the sight of tourists. 

Second stop: three-day tour in Zhang 
Jia Jie 

Forest Park is recommended for the 
first day. 

Getting to the Forest Park : buses from 
the city proper to the entrance to the Forest 
Park. (Five yuan, one hour) 

Guide : The locals here all like to serve as 
the guide. Guide charge: 10 yuan per day, the 
guides can also help you with your heavy lug- 
gage, 10 more yuan is needed. 

Admittance for the Forest Park : 108 yuan per per- 
son, extra 2 yuan per person for insurance 
Attractions’. Tianzi mountain (^EPlIl), 

Huang Shi Zhai (ft^lS Yellow Stone Camp), jhfuQfi* 

cable cars are available at Huang Shi Zhai: 48 -** 

yuan per person. 

Accommodation in the scenic spot: Hong Qiao (4l 
M)Hotel, 280 yuan for one night, (hot water is generally 
supplied between 7 pm-9 pm) 

Tips: Huang Shi Zhai should be a must for a trip to the Forest Park. 

Yuan Jia Zhai and He Long Park are recommended for the second day : 

Tips: Walk to Yuan Jia Zhai after checking in at the Hong Qiao Hotel (one hour). You 
can alternatively take a bus (five yuan per person); it is recommended to walk to Yuan 
Jia Zhai. Many attractions will be found en route. Lunch at Yuan Jia Zhai is expensive. 
Attractions around Yuan Jia Zhai: Ji Gong Tou, Wu Long Zhai and Tian Bo Fu 
He Long Park is not a must for your travel plan. However, there are buses heading 

for other attractions. Admittance for the park: 20 yuan 
Getting there: bus from Yuan Jia Zhai to the park 
Accommodation around He Long Park: Da Feng Yun 
Guesthouse: 180 yuan for one night 

Hike through Shi Li Hua Lang Ten- 

mile Corridor) for the third day: 

Attractions: Xian Ren Qiao and Shi Li Hua Lang 
Getting to Xian Ren Qiao: taxi from the Da Feng Yun 
Hotel (^JXliS 40 minutes, 40 yuan) 

Tips: Hiking through Shi Li Hua Lang takes at least 
three hours; Buses waiting at the entrance to Shi Li 
Hua Lang will take you back to the city proper of Zhang Jia Jie (15 yuan per person); Ru 
Yi Hotel, the only hotel at Xian Ren Qiao, offers lunch. Owner Mr. Peng will give valu- 
able suggestions to Chinese speakers. Contact the hotel: 0744-5617448 
Third stop: Wang Cun Village, Ji Shou, Feng Huang 
Day 1 , getting to Feng Huang 

Return to the city proper of Zhang Jia Jie. Book a ticket for Meng Dong He (S)|^| 
>nf) at the railway station. 

Getting to Wang Cun GEM) : Taxi to the railway station (10 yuan); train to Meng Dong 
He (7 :40am daily, 5 yuan per person); then boat to Wang Cun (four yuan per person, one 
hour) 

Tips: Wang Cun is famous for beancurd dishes; Jin Hai (#}ft) Hotel here provides 
Mi Dou Fu “rice beancurd” (2 yuan per bowl) and Tian Xia Di Yi Luo “the world’s no.l 
snails” (20 yuan per big bowl); enjoying the amazing local dishes on the third floor of the 

hotel with a fine view of the whole village. 

Getting to Feng Huang: After a visit to Wang Cun, 
take a three-wheel motorcycle to Wang Cun Bus Sta- 
tion (2 yuan); then bus to railway station at Meng 
Dong He (8 yuan per person,). Then train to Ji Shou 
( pTlf 6.5 yuan per person, two and a half hours, 2 pm 
daily); one more bus to the Southern Railway Station 
of Ji Shou 3 yuan), then last bus to Feng Huang (one 
hour, six yuan) 

Accommodation at Feng Huang: Nan Hua Hotel 
(0743-3227264), 80yuan, public restroom and bathroom 
Tips: Da Shi (;kj$) Restaurant is recommended for the supper. The most renowned 
dish here is fried lobster (40 yuan) 

Day 2 at Feng Huang 

Attractions: old residence of ethnic minority writer Shen Congwen (4 yuan), “bei men 
Gtn)” dock, Tiao Yan (S^S), Diao Jiao Lou (SBP®) and Wan Ming (77 ^S) Pagoda 
Tips: Feng Huang was said to be one of the two most beautiful villages in China; a 
boat tour of the Tuo River (|?£>J) surrounding the village offers a fine view of the attrac- 
tions at Feng Huang. 

Gu Cheng Jiang Bian Hotel (Mttc here is recommended for the night. 

Day 3 at Feng Huang 

Attractions: Old City of Huang Si Qiao, Southern Great Wall and Shan Jiang Village 
Getting to Huang Si Qiao: taxi from Feng Huang to Huang Si Qiao (120 yuan one hour) 

Admittance: 5 yuan per person, including guide charge 
Tips: The ancient Huang Si Qiao (Yellow Thread 
Bridge) City, 30 kilometers west of Fenghuang, once 
served as the most important pass of the Southern 
Great Wall. Watchtowers at four entrances are all 
preserved as attractions for tourists. 

Shanjiang Village, 23 kilometers from Fenghuang, 
presents typical Miao customs. Every third and eighth 
day of the month according to the Chinese lunar calen- 
dar, a fair is held. Locals in traditional costume gather 
in the center of the village. 


Boat tour in Tuo River 


Diao Jiao Lou (bracket tow- 
er) over Tuo River 
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Wu Yuan and Feng Huang are famous to Chinese 
backpackers. Locally dubbed the two most beautiful 
villages in China, the historic residences, rural scen- 
ery and unique customs fill the pages of tourism 
guidebooks. 

Unlike the bustling major tourism attractions of 
the most populated country in the world, the two vil- 
lages shelter tourists from the noisy world outside. 
This seven-day holiday whisks you away from the 
boss’s complaints, and it is sincerely recommended 
you do not bring a mobile phone to enjoy these most 
beautiful villages. 


Nine-day tour to 
Western Hunan 


Five-day historic 
tour to Jiangxi 


By Jiang Zhong 

Attractions: Wu Yuan, San Qing 
Mountain; Wu Yuan is noted as one of 
the most beautiful villages in China, 
which features old residences, bridg- 
es, rivers and trees. Two routes, east- 
ern and northern, are included in tour 
to Wu Yuan. 

Day 1 , eastern route 

Getting to Wu Yuan: Train 1453 
from Beijing West Railway Station 
to Jiu Jiang (7l>T 12:15pm daily, 19 

hours, 270 yuan); then bus to Jing De Zhen (StSK 40 yuan, 3 hours); taxi 
to Li Cun ($M) Bus Station of Jing De Zhen; last bus to Dong Men G£H) 
Bus Station, Zi Yang Zhen (SI Kill), Wu Yuan (three hours, 12 yuan). 

Accommodation: Zi Yang Zhen features no ideal hotel; it is suggested to 
spend the night in Qiu Kou Li Keng (M p $ia) Village at the start of the 
eastern route. Take a taxi to the village (10 yuan); Shuang Long (7JC®) Ho- 
tel here offers an ideal place for sightseeing at night (10 yuan each room for 
one night). He Bao Hong Li Yu (a carp 
dish) is a favorite local dish, a must 
for supper. 

Tips: The residence of Li Zhicheng, 
a court official of the Southern Song 
Dynasty (1127-1279), is a must for a 
trip around the village. Buildings of 
southern Chinese character offer op- 
portunities for your photo album. 

Traffic: the boss of Shuang Long 
Ke Zhan is great help renting a car; 

200 yuan for one day. 

Eastern route tour: Jiang Ling- 

Shang (Xia) Xiao Qi-Wang Kou-Qiu Kou Li Keng 

To avoid the holiday crowd, you’d better start from the farthest attrac- 
tion of the route: Jiang Ling (>lill$0. 

Jiang Ling features terraced field and rural scenery. 

En route to Shang (Xia) Xiao Qi (±T0^JB), the Shang Tan Village offers 
an ideal place for a short break. 

Shang Xiao Qi Village and Xia Xiao Qi Village are built on water. Some res- 
taurants constructed with bamboo here offer local dishes. Have lunch here. 

Yu Shi Ci Tang (Family Temple of Yus) of Wang Kou Village features 
old buildings adorned with intricate carvings. Religious rites are held daily. 
Jiang Wan, the homeland of President Jiang Zemin, is obviously a must. 
Day 2, northern route: 

Northern route tour: Tuo Chuan Li Keng , Hong Guan, Zhe Yuan , 
Qing Hua , Si Xi and Yan Cun 

A one-hour drive on rugged roads to Tuo Chuan Li Keng (JEJIlSi/l), the 
farthest attraction of the northern route, arouses hunger for a soft bed. 

Yun Xi Villa is a must for touring the village. The owner Mr. Yu, 
43, offers the opportunity to live in the old residence. It is exciting to eat at 
an old table and sleep in a comfortable bed. 

Locally dubbed “Shangri-la,” Huang Cun ( jfM) nearby features winding 
brooks and a bridge resembling the Madison Bridge. Hiking around the vil- 
lage takes two hours. 

Hong Guan (il^) and Zhe Yuan (^jfiSO ahead 
features old camphor trees, and a brick pagoda. It 
doesn’t matter much to miss these 
two attractions. 

In Qing Hua (>ff£), the 
800-year-old Cai Hong (Rainbow) 
Bridge arouses interest. No nail 
was used in construction of the 
bridge. Stone tables and stools are 
suitable for a tea break. 

The last Si Xi (S/il) and Yan 
Cun (3EM) house well preserved 
old residences. The stone and wood- 
en carvings here should be added 
to the album. 

Tips: Return to Zi Yang Zhen af- 
ter a tour to Si Xi and Yan Cun. 
It is suggested to get to San Qing 
Mountain before sunset, so that 
you can spend the night at the 
mountain and enjoy sunrise the 
next morning. 

Day 3-5, Tour to San Qing 
Mountain Scenic Spot 

Getting to the mountain: taxi 
from Zi Yang Zhen to the northern 
peak of the mountain (60 kilome- 
ters, one hour, 150 yuan). The taxi 
stops at Fen Shui at the foot of the 
northern peak. The scenic spot sup- 
plies buses heading for the Bi Yu Ta 
(Jade Pagoda) in the mountainside 
(70 yuan). After the pagoda, climb 
the mountain before getting to the 
San Qing Palace (60 yuan for ad- 
mittance) atop the northern peak. 
Tips: Guides are available at the 
pagoda (50 yuan); four hours are 
needed for mountain climbing. 

Accommodation atop the 
peak: hotels around the San 
Qing Palace (60 yuan per person) 
Long Hu (Dragon and Tiger) Hall 
of the palace offers best place for 
admiring the sunrise. Crowds will 
gather there before 5:30am. 

Attractions around San Qing 
Palace include Feng Lei (Wind 
and Thunder) Pagoda and the 
1,800-meter Yu Jing Peak. 
The Southern Peak stands 
on the other side of Yu Jing 
Peak. 

Yu Tai, 1,500 meters above 
sea level, offers an ideal place 
for admiring the sunset. You 
can also spend one more night 
there. 

Tips: Cable cars are avail- 
able at the Southern Peak, 
(cable car trip between Yu 
Tai and the foot of the peak 
takes 40 minutes, 40 yuan 
per person) 
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By Jiao Pei 

F or 7-10 day May Day holidays, Tibet 

has much to offer. For foreigners plan- 
ning a trip to Tibet, it is advised you seek 
out further advice and information about the 
special circumstances of travel through the re- 
gion, where a tour guide is compulsory Some 
areas may be forbidden. 

First route 

Day 1: Plane SZ4112 (Thursdays, Sundays) 
from Beijing at 8 : 15 to Lhasa, transfer in Chen 
then arrive at the Gonggar Air- 
port at 1:30pm, 90 

kms from Lhasa, take a taxi for 
about 100 yuan. Checkin a hotel, 
e.g. Xueyu Hotel (25 yuan- 130 
yuan per person one night). Take 
a walk around the Barkhor Ba- 
zaar. The Barkhor is essentially 
a pilgrim circuit which is fol- 
lowed clockwise round the pe- 
riphery of the Jokhang. It is also 
a hive of market activity, an as- 
tounding jamboree and a Tibet- 
an-style stock exchange. 

Then visit Jokhang (Da- 
zhao) Temple (;tBg^f) till 
6:30pm. The golden-roofed 
Jokhang is 1,300 years old and 
one of Tibet’s holiest shrines. It 
was built to commemorate the 
marriage of the Tang princess 
Wen Cheng to King Songtsen Gampo, and houses a pure gold stat- 
ue of the Buddha Sakyamuni brought to Tibet by the princess. 
Before making donations at official collection points in religious 
institutions, it is helpful to remember the money will be handled 
by Chinese authorities. 

Admission: 25 yuan. Open: 9am-12:30pm, 3-6:30pm. 

The Drepung, Sera and Ganden temples 
in Lhasa are the three biggest, and worth a visit. If time is limited, 
at least go to one. 

Day 2: Visit Potala Palace iiJi'lT ) at 9am. It was once the 

center of the Tibetan government and winter residence of the Da- 
lai Lama. Construction of the present structure began during the 
reign of the fifth Dalai Lama in 
1645 and took more than 50 years 
to complete. The first recorded use 
of the site dates from the seventh 
century. Thirteen stories high with 
a total height of 117 meters, it is 
an architectural wonder of wood 
and stone. Its 1,000 rooms and 
halls, with gilded pinnacles gleam- 
ing in the sunshine, feature nearly 
200,000 Buddhist statues and other valuable relics. 

Admission: 70 yuan (49 yuan for students). Open: 9am- lpm, 
3-6pm (closed on Sundays). 

In the afternoon visit Drepung (Zhebung) Monastery by taking 
the No. 4 bus (3 yuan) from the Post Hotel to the foot 
of mountain, then take taxi (15-20 yuan). Founded 
in 1416, it covers a floor space of more than 200,000 
square meters. 

Admission: 30 yuan. Open: 9:30am-5pm. Visiting 
time: two and a half hours. 

Day 3: In the morning, pay a visit to the Norbul- 
ingka Treasure Garden (3? Once the sum- 

mer palace of the Dalai Lamas, this famous park is 
composed of resplendent palaces, beautiful gardens, 
and lush forests home to rare animals. 

Admission: 2 yuan for park, 35 yuan for the sum- 
mer palace. 

Tips: At the west suburb bus stop, there are buses 
to so almost every region of Tibet. To Tsedang, Shiga- 
tse, Nyingchi, Nagqu, Chamdo and Golmud (>% ^ , El 

’gJW, frZ, I#, 

For travel in Tibet, one useful way is to rent 
a minibus or Jeep from the Lhasa Tourism Vehicle 
Company (0891-6328591). The minibus roughly 
charges four yuan per 1 kilometer. 

In the afternoon, leave for Nanggarz by car, passing 
Quxu (ftzK) and Yamdrok Yumtso Lake 
one of the three holiest lakes in Tibet. The lake lies at 
Nanggarz, located about 100 kilometers (62 miles) to 
the southwest of Lhasa. The turquoise blue lake is also 
called “Coral Lake of the Highlands”. In legend, a god- 
dess descended to earth here. Careful visitors may find 
the water looks different in color, considered a magical 
and spiritual place by some Tibetans. They like to visit 
the lake before making important decisions. 

Accommodation: Post Office Hostel (&pj 
##f), or Grain Bureau Hostel t), Minfu 

Hostel (1MI/##W, 15 to 30 yuan per person. 

Day 4: Go along 318 road for about 25kms, arrive in Gyantse 
(h (about 100 kms). Gyantse, scene of the battle between Tibet- 
ans and a renegade band of British invaders in 1904, made famous 
in China by the movie Red Valley. Visit Palcho Monastery (£jy§-^f) 
and the Kumbum Pagoda. Palcho Monastery, located at the center of 
Gyantse, built in the 15th century by a local chieftain. 

Location: 350kms from Lhasa 8.5 hours’ drive; 2 kms from Gyantse 
10 minute’s drive. Admission: 25 yuan (taking photos and going to the 
top of the temple, pay another 18 yuan). 

Then take bus to Shigatse ( El ) from the big intersection in 
Gyantse. Shigatse, also Xigatse, which means “fertile land” stands 
between the confluence of the Yarlong Tsangpo and Nyangchu 
River, and used to be the capital of Tsang and now is the capital of 
Shigatse prefecture. The highlight of Shigatse is surprisingly high 
snowcapped peaks. Most of the highest peaks in Tibet, including 
Mount Himalaya, lie around Shigatse. 

Accommodation: Gangjianguoyuan Hostel ($'j!]Jb^0^##f) or 
Danzeng Hostel (J=L1# ijMi), 25-35 yuan per person. Shigatse Hotel, tel: 


Exploring Tibet 


0892-8825525. Restaurants can be found on Kesang Ke Lu, Zhufeng Lu 
and Tsendu Lu. 

Day 5: Visit Tashilhunpo Temple ), 2 kilometers (1.2 

miles) west of Shigatse city. The biggest Huang religious temple, found- 
ed in 1477 by Gendun Drubpa, the first Dalai Lama and a most out- 
standing disciple of Tsong Khapa. 

Also some temples around Shigatse, as Xialu Tem- 
ple and Yongzhonglin Temple. 

Transportation: west of the city, rent tricycle or 
by foot. Admission: 30 yuan. Open: 8am-4pm. Visit- 
ing time: 3 hours. 

Day 6: Take a long-distance bus (38 yuan) back 
to Lhasa. Find the same hotel for one night. On the 
seventh day, back to Beijing by air. And if the holiday 
is relatively long, Tingri (%L El ), Changmu (#v|v) and 
Kathmandu (;W44S^) (if you have a Nepal visa). 

Second route: 

After one or two days tour in Lhasa, take bus to Dagaz, go 
west from Lhatse’s frontier station Xinzang Road, 

to Ali (RML). To go to visit the Ruins of Guge Kingdom ), 

it will pass Sangsang (#:#:), Sagar ( *JD, Burang (+& +) and Dajin 
(;k^lr ). Eighteen kms west of Zanda (4Lii) are the ruins of Guge 
Kingdom. Guge Kingdom was founded around the 10th century by 
a descendant of King Lang Darma, who fled from Lhasa after the 
collapse of the Tubo Kingdom. The kingdom, playing an important 
role in the second transmission in Tibet, survived about 700 years 
and disappeared mysteriously in the 17th century. Guge Kingdom is 
now famous for its murals, sculptures and 
stone inscriptions, attached to those sur- 
viving structures. Among them, murals 
in the White Palace, Red Palace, Yaman- 
taka Chapel, Tara Chapel and Mandala 
Chapel are well preserved. The themes of 
those murals, hundreds of years old but 
still splendid, include mainly stories of 
Buddha, Sakyamuni, Songtsen Gampo, 
kings of Guge and their ministers. 

Tips: It’s quite difficult to find a bus to 
Ali. Renting a private car is quite expen- 
sive, often several hundred yuan a day. For 
people who want to walk around Tibet, it 
takes about one month to get there. 

Third route 

Take a bus from the west suburb of Lhasa to Damx- 
ung (S#-). It is 162 kms long and the fee is 44 yuan. 
Then take a private bus to Namtso Lake (Namucuo), 
between Damxung and Nagqu (#P$0, 195 kms north of 
Lhasa. It’s better to rent a private car by 1,000 to 1,500 
yuan from Lhasa to Damxung. 

The Namucuo Lake GftvMq-), a “fairy lake”, is the 
highest lake in the world (4700 meters) is surrounded by 
mountains with peaks of more than 7,000 meters. Cou- 
pled with a turquoise-blue lake, the scenery is breath- 
taking. It cover an area of more than 2000 square kms, 
with towering snow peaks (7,162 meters) reflected in the clear 
blue water. There are three islands in the lake, rich with fish and 
ducks. See sunrise the next morning, leave for Lhasa 8am, arriv- 
ing in Lhasa at about 4pm. 

Admission: 35 yuan (discount 
for a group of students). Accom- 
modation: Tashi Dor Monastery 
(4,700m), on the edge of the lake, 
or you can camp nearby. 


Picture by Yi Zhi, from his Chinese guidebook Tibetan Leather Book ^ ) 


Fourth route 

Day 1 and 2, travel in Lhasa as 
mentioned. 

Day 3: To Nyingchi GMD, east Tibet, is called “Jiangnan” in Tibet. 
Nyingchi is situated in the lower reaches of the Yarlung Tsangbo Riv- 
er (#-# >-£) with a mild and moist climate at an altitude of 3,000 
meters. The region has a concentration of Monba and Lhoba eth- 
nic communities with unique customs. The Yarlung 
Tsangbo River cuts through the Himalayas, forming 
the Grand Yarlung Tsangbo Canyon, the deepest in 
the world, at the foot of Mount Namjagbarwa. At the 
deepest of the great canyons, Menba and Luoba peo- 
ple live their primitive life on the purified land. 

Take a bus from the western suburban bus stop 
in Lhasa to Baiyi Town (/V — 4A) (twice a day) at 8am 
for 80 yuan (this road is quite good, a round regular 
bus starts 7-9am). Or rent a Cherokee for 140 yuan, 
go 220 kms taking 10 hours to Gongbo’gyamda (X^ 
>^ii) then to Baiyi, capital of Nyingchi. 

Accommodation: Hongyan Hotel 04#^# W, Lin- 
zhi Hotel Renxing Hostel (A#^##f) (at 

downtown, toilet, shower). 10-25 yuan. 

Day 4: Take a car to Basum-Tso Lake (&+>#$!), 
which has the Tibetan name “Tsokou”, which means 
“green water” in Tibetan. Covering 26 sq.km (10 sq. 
miles), the green lake, reflecting snowcapped peaks 
in the water, has Alpine scenery. In 1997, it was list- 
ed by the World Tourism Organization as a world 
tourist site. 

Then back to Baiyi Town, visit Big Cypress Scen- 
ery Area, 9kms from Baiyi Town. 

Day 5: Drive up into the mountains of Serkyimla 
Primitive Forests, where trees cover every mountain 
slope and along the road are bushes and flowers. 

Day 6: Take a bus back to Lhasa. 

Tips: To enter Tibet, a Chinese visa is necessary. 
In Nepal, bring a copy of a passport and a photo and 
pay 270 yuan to obtain a travel visa for 60 days. To 
get a visa in the Nepalese Embassy in Beijing, pay 
255 yuan and bring a passport, a 2-inch-photo and 
fill out a form in English. The embassy address: Xiliujie, Sanlitun- 
lu, Chaoyang District. Tel: 6532-1795, 6532-3251. 

Foreigners often like to fly from Nepal, easier and cheaper for 
visas. If not, foreigners have to acquire permission from Chengdu. 

Applying for a frontier certificate in Tibet is quite troublesome. 
Paying 50-100 yuan to travel agencies can save time. 

The average temperature in Tibet in May is about 12 C. The 
average rainfall is 25 mm. In fact, the best time to travel in Tibet 
is July, August and September. It’s the rainy season, but the scen- 
ery is the most beautiful during those three months. 

Avoid: Staying in an expensive Chinese hotel; Chinese-only 
speaking guides; buying antiques; buying products made from 
wild animals, especially endangered species 

Try to: Travel individually or in a small group; leave donations 
on altars or give them directly to monks or nuns; give donations to 
pilgrims from provincial Tibet; use knowledgeable Tibetan guides 
or Tibetan-staffed tour operators; exercise care for the environ- 
ment when trekking; be discreet when talking or giving things to 
Tibetans; be informed before you leave 






